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^ NewYcrK ^ J To Wit : 
BEtiT REBiEHBEBED, that on the fifteenth day of 
Aprii« in the forty sixth year of the lodepeiidence 
^ of the United States of America, A. D. 1822, MO- 
I Sfc S EATON, of the siiid District, has deposited id 
w this Office the Title of a Book, the right whereofi 
he cJ aims as Proprietor, in the words following, 
to wTi^ir ^ -"- - 

" A History ?)f Iw^Dty y^aa ^>f 1>r, G. B Champ- 
iiffl's life; oiy A ^ie^prooiT-iirrii^pdless- Youth. 
To^etbpp W3t;i a 3yctfla) of Co^espoDdencCi tend^ 
lug lo MtitriBioDy : ^^ r : 

' J3f i*^ a fool, wfHoilsemi il-^shame^ 
Vfion^e^vaii to JceriU kin nnme ; 

The days of manhood theh begun? " 

In confortDity to the act of the Congress of the* Vol* 
ted States, entitled, "An act for the encouragement of 
Learning, by securing the copies of Maps, Cfiarts, and 
Bookfl', to the Authors and Proprietors of such copies, 
daring the times therm mentioned ;?' and alio, to the 
act entitled " An act supplementary (o an act, entitled' 
* An act for the encuurngement of Learning, by secu- 
rrng the copies of Maps-, Chmrt6,.and Booka, to the Au- 
thors and Fro'prietors of such copies during the times 
therein mentioned,' and extending the benefits thereof 
to the arts of Designing, Engrawingj and Etching Hig- 
lurical and other prints.'' 

HICH'D. R, LANSING, Citric 
ifUi^ Norikirn DisL of JSfm-Torh, 
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This work, now offered the public, 
li as long «inee and repeatedly been solicited 
by a. numerous train of the Doctor's respect- 
able acquaintances. He, at length, submit- 
ted it to my disposal. And while the Manu* 
script haSy in my possession, been carefully 
revised and corrected, similar solicitations 
from men q/* ieW^r*, have been no lesis urgent. 
These favourable opiniottspf.jfcjeiiVprk, and 
my sacred o}jli^tic>nte.wifJ^*the;]5^0<itbjf, have 
prompted md,*i^Qteiu£Cint| V, tp'sflare no pains 

i nor time in pfeparipg *tf4'1^*^?ipi». '^ ^o press, 
^" Its literary beauUe^^-^I^IegaUce. erf matter, 
;^style, syntax and^prjofocly;; jt^ ^fea^ing vari- 
^' cty, merit, emin^n<5^f~;S{nd* perhaps its ever- 
'-/lasting fate, must'be' decided by the supreme 
court of a candid and generous community. 
The " First Part" of this Book was com- 
,^ posed wliile the Qr. was attached to the^Jni^ 
.•-^ ted States' Army. Here, owing to business 
^ c and confifsioii, it was not to be expected that 
^ he could adopt the best system of construe-* 

- " tion ; and arrange it, in all re>^ect$y in a 
'. manner the most perspicuous. Consequent- 
ly, I have exercised theprerog|Bitive,aDd most- 
. Jy for" the sake of the young historian, of di- 
^ viding it into Chapters:;^ and of introducing 

' eeveral important ^otes, in an Appendix. 
"^ It next, appears that some of the '^ Second 
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Part" was written before he obtained his dis- 
cbarge from the army. The peculiarities at- 
tending this " Correspondence," and the hap- 
py consequences that followed, were of a na- 
ture so extraordinary, that they cannot fail 
to render this pa^rt of the work very interest^ 
ing. The warmest sympathy, the noblest 
feelings, and the most tender and humane sen- 
timents^of both sexes must be excited by its 
perusal^it^d^boiii h^ constrained to exclaii^ 
with tbte p6tfV<, .• •/ : i / • •; ; .. 

" Logs of ^r.i^n wp/\j3»tbatHfaeneh the coals. 

Are murri^^/jufCiJi^ fOtfite souls, 

M'4tJi.o«i^s ftnr**tp&eix bands !" 
V ••; /; ;•; .... 

<^ But ikarpiUg!^ /^r^f u^4^r»toodf 
Gives to the tender and*^fie goody 
A Paradise below .'" 

It cannot be affirmed and supported, that 
man is infallible ; nor thatj'any human per- 
formance is the height of perfection. Hence, 
when a new volume makes its appearance, I 
have often thought that it resenahles the in- 
troduction' of a new scene upon the stage.— 
Every eye is poring ; every ear is open; and 
it would be well for the performers if some- 
thing were not misconstrued. Requisition, 
anticipation, gratification and passion are on 
the tiptoe ! And whether the performers be 
young or oZrf---whether they be more or less 
ex^erie7iced, — and although each should pe^-. 



form his part with accuracy and ability, it li 
sehlom they can succeed io pleasing the whole 
company ; and some may be sure^ to feel the 
vindictive flame of censure, while others re- 
oeive the highest plaudits. 

Bot, nevertheless, as every one hath his 
admirers, and as I would not detain you any 
longer in this place, from an examination of 
the work ; after wishing you mucl) instruc* 
tion, prosperity and h:»ppi|ios^;abll* assuring 
you of' my ceti^ihl^i to atfknowledfg^ all /a- 
vourSf I subscribe **nayse]r your friend, and 
humbleservant, ; «; ;, V; •*-.- 

V •."Ttlfi. EDITOR 
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PART FIRST. 



t^apy afa Letter to Dr. G. B. CkampSt^ 

Dear ^ji^: ) \/ ;;..,. 

When t Vhiied jl|^ii4m'^ck in the at- 
tny,on the silB^o$^*Jbed*dF**cRssolution, a* , 
^ong yifuf^flvniHlii ^wimunicatiotts,.yoa 
"vnll reniSemS^r/. tli%t\]^pn handed me the 
ManusGrq>^' of' ^ Jfyt^ ff twenty years qf 

fourljfe^ory arepro^to he^Stless ymtk ; which 
have, according to your directions, presen- 
ved with gretft car«* &ut since it bath plea*> 
sed God,.in the course of his divine superior 
tendence, ^to restore you to heahh, and after^ 
wards Mess you with an amiable companiion, 
I anxiously request you to ^end me a copy or 
the Letters that passed between yofn botb^ 
previous to your happy union. These, with 
the Manuscript, and with your approbation^ 
I design to publish, for the instruction of the 
youth and my pupils. 

/ am 5i>, with the highest esteem^ 
Your obedient servantf 

MOSES EATON, 



THE ANSWER: 

Kind Sie — 

In compliance with your unexpected re* 
qnisition^ I leel bound by the gracious laws 
of friendship to bow in obedience to your 
will. I therefore send you the Letters, co- 
pied exactly from the original, which I now^ 
have in my house. By re-examining these 
hymenial writings, I find that several rhetor^ 
ical and logical alterations might be made* 
Bat I forbear to make the improvement, for 
fear of defacing the beauty of your intention^ 
^^ The formalities, delays and disappoint* 
mentSy that precede a treaty of marriage, are 
ofteii as numerous as those previous to a trea- 
ty of peace." Should the ^ Manuscript' and 
this ' Correspondence' be placed before the 
public eye, they will not fail, I fear, to meet 
with some es^ceptions from the literati ; but, 
if the jfouf^ student can obtain from them 
only one syllable of beneficial aud lasting in- 
struction, 1 shall be fully compensated jfbr 
all my labour, and shall oot rpgrsp having 
submitted them. 

JTam nV» in high considerationf 
Your huwbU servant^ 

G. B. CHAMPLIN, 
Mr. M. EutoUf , 



% DR. CHAMPLINn9( 

CHAPTER L 

The Doctor^ Sunday Tour. 

Ok one Sunday morning, June 9tb., I 
formed a disobedient resolution, while the rest 
of my father's family were preparing- to at- 
tend public worship, of spending the day in 
roving abroad through fields, vineyards, 
and forests, for the sole purpose of enjoying 
pleasure in viewing landscapes, and all those 
natural beauties which I had anticipated 
would 6e exhibited around me. The mourn- 
ful sound 6{ the tolling bell,-^tfae rattling 
noise of carriages in the streets, and the vast 
multitude that had already thronged about 
the sacred dome, served not to diminish my 
desires of absconding. But with the great- 
est enthusiasm, and with steps that excited 
suspicion, I left home, and hastened over the 
hills and dales, till I came to a lonely and 
secluded place of apparent security. Here, 
being much fatigued, and nearly exhausted 
by performing this journey in a manner so 
speedy, I sat down upon the declivous part of 
a hill, from which spot, I beheld the bright 
rays of a clear sun just glittering over the 
summit of a high mountain, and his golden 
besims extended on the surfiice above me. — 
In a plaioi at the foot ^f the hill, and not far 
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distant, I saw a beautiful grove of trees, the 
brancbss of which were loaded with the 
choicest birds ; and while the soft zephyrs 
gently waved their bushy tops, these charm- 
ing little songsters continued to attract and 
delight me with their sweet music. 

At length my attention was directed into a 
large valley beyond the plain on the west, 
along the bottom of which I discovered an 
extensive pond. In this, there were an im- 
mense number of frogs, apparently no less 
busy than the birds, in diverting roe with 
their skilful melody. Their notes, in fact, 
seemed to be more uniform, shrill, and clear, 
thaa any I h^d ever noticed. And while 
their wild and amphibious symphony seemed 
to commence on my right, by a vast number 
of them, others on my left instantly joined 
tbe concert, till the whole were engaged in 
succession, as if by classes, with astonishing 
and tbe most pleasing regularity. . 

Here I could not avoid recollecting the 
fable of the Frogs^ which 1 had seen in the 
" Sure Guide to the English Tongue f^ and 
feeling fully convinced of tbe judiciousness 
of their plea in their own behalf, and of the 
equity of their appeal to tbe humanity of the 
boys. 

Thus^ having been attracted and charmed 

a5 



10 Dft. CHAMPLIN'S 

by those and various other sequestered ob^ 
jects, too numerous to particulariae, and led 
on from step to step by the seducing band of 
curiosity ; the united power of reality and 
imagination, entertained and instructed me 
during many hours, on that consecrated day. 
Sometimes, I thought I heard a voice saying, 
<< Oh, look on nature's bright array $ 
Be loBt in wonder all the day !" 
<(Thoi, then, to man the voiee of nature spake: 
Go; from the eraatotes thy iostmetioos take ! 
Learn from the birds what food the thieket 
' yields; 

Learn from the beast, the physie of the fields. 
Thy art of building, front the bee reeeive ; 
Learn from the sdoIb to plough i the worm to 
^ . weave." 
By holy writ, the wise learn not to sin : 
So, by the frogs, the ehild may learn to 

swim. 
After a general investigation of the things 
ajround me, during which my mind had been 
almost imperceptibly captivated under the 
soothing banner of contemplation ; after my 
chainof thought had been broken, by sudden- 
ly recollecting my hasty flight from domestic 
scenes, to those so solitary and romantic; and 
afterfinding my self much recovered from such 
improper exercise of hard running, the "still 
and small voice" of reason demanded a re* 
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trospective description of some things, that 
were yet exhibited before both my visible and 
intellectual optics,. The faint knowledge, 
at that period, which I possessed, of the 
earth and of the heavenly bodies, was owing, 

frincipally, to my limited opportunities ;7~ 
having then had but. a common acquain* 
tance with some general definitions of geo- 
graphical, philosophical, and astronomical 
study. 



CHAPTER IL 

His Sunday. SolUoquy. 

Astronomy and Philosophy being my 
favourite study, I would not here omit what 
I conceive to. be a duty I owe all those, 
who have a young and scrutinizing mind of 
enquiry. Wishing to extirpate mystery, and 
to establish the solid base of right reason, t 
fell into the following train of vocal medita- 
tions : 

Were not the Grecians the first who took 
the greatest care in cultivating the plant, that 

Sat forth the rich branch of astronomy ?-^ 
>id di^y Qojl! explain the true c^use of eclip- 
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$es,* and teach tbe earth to be rouBd ; wbyek 
before had been viewed as a plains atid als 
entirely motionless ? f ' Did ihey not divide 
t^he earth into xones,| and the jear into days ; 
discover the soIs^ces,ir and the time of the 
equinox ?[| One by the name of Thaks, 
who was at that time their principal astroM^ 
merj^travelled into£gypt in search of knowl- 
edge ; and measured the height of the pyra* 
mids.^ All this, if I mistake n6t| was. done 
about 590 years before Christ. 

Next, Pythagoras, one of Thales' scho* 
lars, made some improvement. And De- 
mochritus was the next. PhUolalus, I be« 
lieve, first perceived the diurnal motion of 
the earth. Plato, and Exodus the scholar 
ot Plato, contributed niach ta the common 
Stock. But, is it not said, however, that 
greater improvements were made by Timi- 
charus, Arristellu«, and Hipparchus f And 
did not the Roman JuKus^ Ca^ar contribute 
no small share in promoting the science of 
astronomy ? 

At lasti the illustrious Copernicus, a naUve 
of Thorn, in Prussia, born in 1473, vindica- 
ted and established the true Solar Syst&n.** 
It had been taught by some t>f the Pylhagpi- 



**IH 



' *See Appendix— Note 1. fDo.2L JDo. 
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"tem philosoptiers, but was nearly lost wlien 
^ undertook to restore it in 1530. 

Bat it mast be renrembered that this sy^- 
^em has still received great improvements 
trom Graliieo, Kepler, Sir Isa^t Ivewton, Dr. 
Halley, Dr. H'erschel, and other philosophers 
aad astronomers, in almost every age. 

The Sun is the mosit ^orious luminary 
of the heavens, the great fountain of light 
and heat to the planets--<-ay» immense globe 
of fircy* whose diameter is no less thati 
^83,24B miles,*— whose distance from us is 
nearly one hundred millions, and whose 
magnitude is more than t^3SO,000 times 
greater than the earth. 

Thus, I have exhibited every day before 
tne, one of the greatest beauties of the vast 
•creations Can I view it without feeling a 
large degree of gratitude and thanhisgiving 
to its great Aiithor, and Almighty Archi- 
tect of Ihe wb(^e universe ? How unlimited 
are his worksJ **His ways past finding 
out !" A» i no^ lost in this boundless a- 
tySs ! Where am I ?— It e\'en appears to 
'me, that this Sun which causes life s%td ant* 
mation to the world, is but a beame^f tlie 
•glory of tjrod; and the air, which is o^ipgrin^ 
cipal support of that life, only as tbe-^pfiSh 
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of Ins aastrih. Do tbou, O God, tuitatit 
me while I gaie witfa utooMhinent, oa thy 
wonderful pradiictioDS ! — Since it is not idle, 
inpertineDl curiosity that kxda me to this 
examioalitHi, but a fervmt desire to behold 
mily the skirts of thy ^ory, so that I may 
magnify and adore tfaee, whilst ihon art dis- 
playing thy power and mercy to mankind. 
iThe Eanh,* or globe, which we inhabit, 
being the third plasoet of the solar system, is 
no less than ninety five millions of miles from 
the sun. Its diameter is 7,923 ; and its cir- 
cnmfwence 24,9G0 miles. It has, as well as 
•11 the other planets, two motions,-|- One 
on its axis, rolling over once in 24 hoars 
from west to east, which causes th^ apparent 
motion of the heavenly bodies from east to 
'West, and tbe agreeable soccession of days 
and nights. This is denominated its divrnal 
motion,| by which the inhabitants on tbe 
equator are carried 1,040 milea every hoar. 
Another in its orbit, running round tbe son 
once even- ear, which causes die d>fi^rence 
inlhele, .i of days and nights, and tbe 
pleasaj, iiange of the seasons. This is 
ion, in which it moves 
0f75,222 miles every 



oteS. tl>o-10. fDo. 
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What next has engaged my attention ?-T« 
How soft the zephyrs blow ! — Has not the 
true reason,. why the wind sometimes parsuea 
onestra%bt direction, beep a mystery to many 
young scholars, and often involved the miods 
of the aged? I consider it, in short, to be 
only a stream or current of air^ as a river is 
of water ; and that it is occasioned by he^t, 
eruption of vapours, condensations, rarefac- 
tions, the pressure of clouds, or the fall of 
rains which disturbthe equilibrium of the at-? 
mosphere : for nature abhors a vacuum.*— . 
Hence, for insts^nce, when the air becomes 
extremely rarified in one place, that which 
is more dense rushes iu to fill up the vacan- 
cy, and preserve an equipoise : as is the case 
with water, and other fluids. 

Let me only raise a pail of water suddenly 
out of a full cisterq, and mark how speedily 
the surrounding wat^r rushes in to fill up the 
space and preserve a level. Rarefactions of 
the atmosphere may happen near the earth, 
or much above it, which is the reason that 
i:louds fly in contrary directions,* 

Now what shall I think of those trees sup« 

'porting the birds, and of trees in general ? 

Are they not considered to be the superior 

productions of the soil } They shoot up 'm 






♦See Appendix— Note 13. 



16 BR. CHAMFLIN'S 

one great stem — often rising to a considera- 
ble distance from the ground before they 
spread their lofty branches. 

From a small aeorn see the oak arise, 
Supremeiy tall and towering* to the skies ! 
^ueeo of the groves : her stately head she 

rears : 
Her balk iaereasiog with her length of years. 
Now ploughs the sea, a rieh eommereial 

ship; 
And^ 10 her hull, destruetive thunders sleepi 

How those charming birds have again at- 
tracted my notice. What a fine species of 
fowls, tha«t fly by the help of wings from 
brai|ch to branch; and skim the air, free 
from all fear of falling. How harmless and 
active, how skilful and gay, has the all wisct 
Creator constructed them ! 

Now let roe see how uniformly that pond 
is surrounded with land. No human hapd 
could have done it so neatly. How the frogs, 
as well as all living things, are skilfully 
formed and exactly fitted to fill their respec* 
tive stations. And what a world of h^rbs 
and flowers equally important in their place, 
is presented to my view. — With wonder and 
admiration I gaze on the vast scenery all a- 
round mel I am lost in the productions of 
nature, and cannot help admiring the wisdoM 
and power of nature's God! 
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Prom these objects my attention next is 
awakened by the nobl© reflection of the pre* 
vailing opinion of philosophers, that every 
fixed star is a sun, and the centre of a sys- 
tem, similar to the Solar 'System. Myste- 
rious, mighty thought! O man— What is 
nan !— rThe poet, I recollect, had a glimpse 
of it when he cries out— 
*< He, who thro' vast immensity ean pieree» 
See worlds on worlds eompose one universe f 
Observe how system into system runs, 
Whikt other planets eirele other suns ; 
WbiU varied being peoples every star, 
May tell why heav'n has made us as we are.'^ 



•«< Alheiftt use thioe eyes. 



And having viewed the order of the skies, 

Think if thou eanst this matter blind, un- 
hurW, 

'Without a Guide, should frame this won- 
derotts world V* 

If this be a fact, (and I have not tlie feast 
doubt of it) how wonderfully glorious is the 
structure' of the whole universe, in which 
there are many millions of planets a&.large or 
larger thaiy ours, suspended lilbe so many 
balls in vast unboig:ided space,, rolling like 
the Earth round their several suns, and filled 
with Inhabitants, animals^ plants and miner- 
als, of every kind ; all of which perhaps dif^ 
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fer from those we see, but all, at the same 
time, well constructed to glorify and exalt 
that Almighty Archhectj who weigheth the 
mountains in his golden scales,, who measur^ 
eth the ocean iri the hollow of his hand^ 
who draweth out the heavens as a curtain* 
who maketh the clouds his chariot, and who 
walketh on the wings df the wind ! 



CHAPTE& UL 

tUs Return^ Und Interview with a Minister. 

Although tny mind had been metamor* 
phosed into a state of delirium,jl|suddenly per- 
ceived^ at length, that the sun had descended 
below the horizon ; and soon coming to my 
right senses, I saw darkness fast surrounding 
me. I was shocked, and felt startled at my 
lonely situation, I listened a nioitient, but 
all was quiet except the frogs. The birds 
had finished their soft music, and retired to 
rest. The zephyr had ceased its soft mur- 
muring through the vale, and no gentle rust- 
ling could be perceived in the leaves of the 
forest. 
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The air was clear-^the moon jast rising, 
When I turned back and hasted faomewardy 
with all possible diligeace, carrying along 
with me the unpleasant thought of receiving 
a disagreeable lecture from my parents, in 
consequence of having been absent so long 
without their permission. Soon I slackened 
my pace, and resolved to profit by a former 
experiment. But, roused by the fear of pun- 
ishment, my nimble legs agaiq rapidly car- 
ried me forward, till I came within about six 
furlongs of home; when, to my greater sur- 
prise and much to my displeasure, I dis- 
covered the Rev. Mr, B — — y and could nSt 
avoid passing him* He was the Minister of 
the Parish, and was performing his evening 
walk. Being a gentleman remarkably grave 
and sincere, I believe I feared him more than 
I did the God of Heaven ! — When at a dis- 
tance and wishing to elude bis lectures, 1 took'^ 
from my pocket a handkerchief and tied it 
loosely about ray neck, hoping by this means 
not to be known, i ran swiftly along, full 
of timid apprehensions. But O, disappoin- 
ted hope! How often art thine most alluring 
prospects forever blasted, whilst the unhap- 
py wretch, to whom tliou hast acted a part 
no better than a subtle seducer, is thrown 
with violence upon the brink of despair !— 
Just as I was passing, I was saluted by liim 



very civilly, and requested to stopa few mos^ 
inents. The principles of good breeding 
(respecting which I had some knowledge !) 
would not allow me to depart. He asked 
me if 1 remembered the- text, which was dis- 
coursed from that day f After bracing up 
my feelings as well as I could, drawing Xh&: 
Vtil of deception oiferray countenance, and 
plackig myjsetf in an erect posture, I appa- 
rently* went into a; state of recomideratioifr 
for some time. At last I told him, that t 
could jcorce/^ recalleet it. H#at tlris replj^ 
appealed rather sorrowful, while he next' 
ai^ked roe, if^ I^ had ever experienced re- 
li^onf Now,-once more, I was compelled^ 
by thepower of tFoth to bint in the negip- 
tive. He then with: a deep sigh, which e- 
vioced die concern ef' his soul for the weU' 
fare of a heedless yoiitlf,. said, as he raised* 
bk eyes towards Heaverf , ** O great and good* 
Parent, protect this lively youth from tho^ 
jaws of a burmng hell. Stop him 1 O stop- 
him ! 1 for (fear he is fdst slidnTg down the 
* Icy Mountain.' '* Then ilitb a stern tone off 
gravity, which t mistook for passion, he 
asked me what Lhad been doing so long; and* 
why I had neglected to gain an interest in 
Heaven.'^ Beinpg still tortured with dread^ 
and disgusted with my unhappy detention, I> 
replied as follows : ^* Reverend Sir, I am a^ 
Qi^seftt in the greatesl baste ;.and if you wiUt 
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•pardoa me this once, and allcvr me to depart^ 

41 will give you a History of tvrelve years of 
my Iire« baore ^aoottier Sunday.'^ At this 

^unexpected and voluntary resolution, I per* 
<:eived a laint smile of satisfastion glance 
over his majestic countenance, while be 

acquiesced in the mean time with my ear« 
Best entreaty, and re(q[uested me to notice sev« 

'jeral mimite particulars* With.sincere reve- 
renee now for his Honour, I bestowed upon 
him a few gestures and words of ge9tUitiffUnd 
resumed my former gait towards hoine. But 

'"O, what darts of conviction sometimes pen- 

"«trated my dinty soaL! 

Day light had wholly disappeared^nd the 

^glimmering moon-light now but half assisted 
my footsteps. J soon approached the house 

with trembling and hesitation — and entered 
with all the confused courage I could mus- 
ter. But happy for me, the lectures that I 

«received from my parents were very laoh- 

The experienced reader well knows, that 
when one trouble has taken its exit, another 
stands ready to supply its place. 1 now re- 
flected with much anxiety upon my engage- 
ment with the Minister ;and viewed,with an 
impartial eye, my apparent inability to fulfil 
it* And while a deep sense of past errors, 
like rushing waters, sent keen conviction over 
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my yotrthful reason, I rcftired to bed with my 
little breast filled with disobedience, and al- 
most ready to burst forth tuto the arbour of 
confession. 



CHAPTER IV. 
His pathetic Address to the Tov4h. 

Dear Youth — ^Tou are in the precious 
and dangerous season of life ; and I know 
that you need instruction and warning. Will 
you, then, receive a few seriom counsels front 
one, who has passed through your period of 
life — one^ who has no other object in view 
than a desire to promote your temporal and 
eternal welfare. If you, for whose chief ben- 
efit this little volume is designed, shquld be 
persuaded to read it with such impressions, as 
will tend to invite you from the despicable 
patlijs of vicCy into the tranquil fields ofmrtuCf 
then the writer will be richly rewarded ! . 

Tour parents, my young friends^ have had 
many a pang on your account ; and have, 
with the most sedtdous carcj raised you to 
your present state of existence. Their most 
ardent wishes i|re still extended for your wel"» 
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fare. Tbeo, Othen, lel roe entreat you to 
be aware of the dangerous quicksands of 
rice, which abound in the youthful empire. — 
Let me entreat you not to spend the LorcPt 
Day in roving abroad, from place to place, 
to the displeasure of your parents. But much 
rather, let me recommend to your attention, 
the importance of improving your minds in 
sound and useful knowledge. Light is not 
more essential to the natural world, than 
knowledge to the intellectual. Let me invite 
^'ou to begin early to polish your menial fa" 
cidtiei. In order for this, you must read the 
Bible, and other valuable books ; but in 
your selection, you must be assisted by some 
competent friend ; and you must treasure up 
in your metQories what you read, by reflect- 
ing upon it in your spare hours, and even 
when your bands are exercised with labour, 
or else you will be but very little benefitted. 

Again — Do not let the repeated entreaties 
of 9LfTofiigate rake overpower your resolu* 
tion, and entice you into the ^Zf of intern-* 
perance : for if you onc6 get ^Aere, wise men 
will break the chains of association with you, 
O my young friends, I tremble for yon !— - 
Methinks I see the abandoned lifter^tne hold-* 
ing out to you the sparkling glass^ filled with 
that intoxicating poison — that deleterious U'^ 
quid \ which causes so many tears of sorrow 

JI3 
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tp run down the widow's cheek, while her 
tender offspring sit in silence overwhelmed 
with distress ! Parents ! say, have you not 
seen sqch days of anguish f Widows! have 
you not drank out of such bitter cups of af- 
fliction f O little orphans ! yonr tears and 
cries bespeak that from such awful causes 
you are now inhaling deep sighs of misery / 

Dear young friends— my; heart grieves for 
youi 'Poor little youthful mariners ! you 
are embarking upon a boisterous ocean — the 
tempest roars; but you have i/either hdm^ 
cahle^ nor compass I There you drive a- 
midst conflicting elements, — inhere you dash 
on $ome fatal rock ! 

If you have any consideration, or any 
firmness left, avoid those tempiaiionsy for 
which you have found yourself unequal, 
with just as much care, as you would shua 
pestilential infections^ Break ofl*all connex-* 
ion with the loose and profligate. ^* If sin* 
oers entice thee to sin, consent thou not."-^ 
^' Look not on the wine because it is red^ 
when it giveth its colour in the cup^ for at 
the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth 
Kke an adder.'* 

By unhappy excesses in youth, how ma- 
ny amiable dispositions are corrupted ! How 
many constitutions destroyed! How many 
rising capacities and powers suppressed !-^ 
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How many flattering hopes of parents and 
friends totally extinguished I 

Dear young reader — let as now go down 
together into yonder valley ; and upon the 
grassy hillock, mingle our tears of sorrow 
and regret for the deceased. Here lies the 
remains of that dear youths with whom we 
were once so intimate ! Who, alas ! can re- 
frain letting fall a tear of sympathy and wo, 
over the weakness and folly o( human nature ^ 
when we behold that morning which was so 
splendid and bright, now overcast with such 
«in timely darkness ; when we' behold that 
^ood humour and sprightiiness, which once 
captivated every heart; those brilliant eyes, 
which once attracted universal notice; those 
-charming abilities which were calculated for 
iilling and adorning the highest and most 
critical stations in society — now all sacrificed 
at the shrine of low sensuality — now all sunk 
into insignificance and contempt ; and that 
youth, iUat promising youth, 1k>w cut off by 
iiiis vices in Uie spring of liis years, and 
jilunged, forever plunged^ into the eternal 
tceve ! 

My dear young reader — Go thou into the 
arbour of silence, and meditate seriously up^ 
on these filings, while I next write to oi<e of 
God's servaHds. 

B4t 
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CHAPTER V. 

J" 

tTh^ Doctor's Letter to the JUinister ; or^ 
a Summary of 12 years of his life. 

( Monday Morning.) 

Reverend Sir — Agreeable tq my promise 
and your desire, with no small degree of 
pleasure, I Will strive to fulfil roy eontraci 
with you. It is, however, with same regret^ ' 
Ihat I find myselfunder the necessity of point-' 
ing out ^and laying before you, the vaitu 
course which my little mind has run ; and of 
pourtraying to you many simple amusemem^ 
that have entertained it, for annmber of year& 
past. 

I was born, at New-London, in the state of 
of Connectici^ 27ih, Jan.r792. At the ear- 
ly age of fo# years, I was sent to school', 
and began tlie endless JouFney up the hill of 
science. — (But O, strange in sens^ibility! Was / 
it not } — And why do you wish, sir, to re- 
place me in the whimpering paths of child- 
hood f But I will proceed.) — I was, at lhi» 
eventful perio»l of my life, in possession of sc^ 
great a share of stupidit\% that after going to 
school steadil}' for almost two years, I knew 
not half the English Alphabet. My p^-ent*^ 
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now became discotiraged about sending me, 
and finally resolved to keep me at home ; 
thinking, as well they might, that the God- 
dess of Nature hd.d been so sparing in deal- 
ing out my share of mental faculties, it would 
be impossible for me to accumulate aay use- 
ful knowledge. In the mean time there was 
something said about the Instructor ; — (And 
Instructors must expect to have just so much 
said about them, whether they truly merit it 
or not !) I was kept at home about twelve 
months, during which time I was busily en- 
gaged in pursuits, both unbeneficial to my- 
self and to my parents. At length I grew 
weary of seeing the little boys pass daily to 
school, while I must be confined at home. I 
therefore went to my parents with a crying 
petition, which was soon granted ; and 1 was 
once more fitted out for school. But after 
my arrival H the school bouse, I perceived, 
much to my disappointment and mortifica- 
tion, that those boys of niy age, who 
were formerly as backward as myself, bad 
proceeded half way through the spelling 
bookv The struggles of nature, together 
with the sonorous voice of ambition, soon 
burst the' chains of my stupid letbargy^and I 
became resolutely determined not to be out 
done, by any boy of the school. For the 
Stccomplishment of this grand purpose, I fitiN 
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ther resolved, like a person in great baste, 
first to overtake^ and then to go by them* 

In less than a week, I now ^earnt all my 
letters. This was not unpleasant intelli- 
gence to my parents. I found too, that my 
wishes and expectations, every day, were 
cherished and gratified, while I seemed to he 
amply paid for my assiduity, with the pleas- 
ing smiles of ray parents and Instructor.-^ 
And thus I went on, still prompted by the 
power of ambition, fiill increasing in learn- 
ing; and fondly anticipating the arrival of 
that day, when I should possess more knowl- 
edge than the wisest Counsellor of .Greece.^ 
But on the other hand,0 ye villainous sedu- 
cers ! How many of you dwell in ambushi 
ready to destroy the laudable pursuits of the 
innocent scholar! 

About this time one of my class-mates en- 
ticed me to join him in playing truant. Now, 
in order to carry his new contrivance com- 
pletely into execution, on the morning of a 
cle^r and pleasant day, between the hours of 
8 and 9, we fully formed a disobedient reso- 
lution to trample, on our Instructor's 
laws, by absenfing ourselves from school.— > 
No sooner had we completed our evil plan, 
than we commenced a rapid march over the 
iences and fields. The convictions of our 
consciences were frequently dispelled by the 
anticipation of pleasure } and we rushed on 
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iKi tippareiKly profound security, till the 
voice of our Instructor, as he was returning 
from his usual walk, |)roctaiaied to us the 
thundering sound of detection !-^Both of us 
^ere instantly ordered back to school, and 
'<bere wait fov trial. 

Thus, in one moment, our hop^s were blas- 
ted ; and we had much greater reason that 
day to expect punishment, than pleasure or 
tiimusement. Our Instructor soon entered 
his hal)itation. While the bell was ringing 
to notify the hour; 1 saw his penetrating eye 
of displeasure glance round in search of the 
two culprits, whom he had so lately detected. 
And no sooner had he seated himself, than 
with a harsh and stern Voice, (which was 
enough to terrify even the unguilty scholar!) 
"Jie called ouf names, and ordered us to iip- 
pear before him. We quickly obeyed the 
;august summons, while our trembling limbs 
Tilmost refttsed to bear us up from the floor. 
My eoticer, now, at this important crisis, 
being much more overpowered with fear than 
I, confessed the whole fact, respecting our 
confederacy and intention, which subjected 
us both to corporeal punishment. — I frequent- 
ly view with admiration and applause, the 
lastins^ improvement which! made that day. 
I learnt in good earnest, sir, never to abscond 
from school again ! 

The fourth quarter was about to expire. 
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i^ben we expected a lengthy vacation, and 
were not disappointed. During this gleeful 
intermission,! was busily engaged in roving 
abroad in forbidden patbs, not hesitating to 
do midchief whenever I had an oppoEtunity. 
I took much delight in making kites^ and 
playing wMi them — an amusement that is tru- 
ly pleasing to the majority of small boys. I 
buitt some that were capable of carrying, 
geese, turkeys, cats^ or small dogs^ even a^ 
bove the clouds! 

Soon after the expiration of this vacation, 
another of my class-mates invited me to .ac- 
company him to a neighbouring plum-yard^ 
for the purpose of ge^iting plums. In a short 
time I became sensible of the manner by 
which he designed to procure them, and 
therefore attempted to stamp on hk mind the 
impropriety of doing so, without the owner'* 
approbation. But he strenuously vindica- 
ted his point, and averted the justness of his 
cause by often saying, that " the gentleman 
positively had many more than he wanted." 
He certainly displayed some eloquence in 
supporting the integrity of h\^ motive, which 
you will not so much wonder at, when I tell 
you, that he was, in niy opinion, one of 
Bellzehub^s students. At length, however, 
with much ado, he clambered up to the fruit, 
standing upon the top of a high board fence, 
which surrounded the plum-yard, while t 
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was located below to receive it in my hat.— > 
Be had nearly completed 'his plans^ when by 
reaching a little further than was necessary, 
he unluckily fell into the garden, and was 
unable to get out ! Being not a little pleas- 
ed at his ill fortune, and hearing the old man 
come grumbling from the house, Iran home 
with the product of his labour. I must say 
that I could noth^plaughingatthe "calami 
ity^^ of my poor unfortunate class-mate ! 

The next day being Sunday, I went to 
church, where I heard, from the sacred desk, 
. one of the most affecting discourses ever de« 
Hvered. In the latter part of it, which the 
orator called ^' Improvement," he addressed 
himself particularly to the young'er classes of 
society ; and in one of bi# general remarks, 
said, ^^ Some boys take delight in partaking 
of pears, apples, pluius, and various kinds of 
fruit, without the consent of the ovmer /'* — 
While he mentioned these words, I perceiv- 
ed that his eyes were fixed steadfastly on me. 
Surely, thought I, he must refer to my help- 
ing that class-mate steal i\\Q plums yesterday. 
O shame ! — Where is ibv blijuh ? — No hu- 
man tongue can express, nor pact's, pen des- 
cribC) the misery of mind I endu^red, wbil^e 
Jiie was going through witli there&t of his de- 
clamatory " Improvement !" I thought, in- 
deed, that I could cry aloud for the rocks and 
Ibe mountains to fall on ine^ and cover me: 
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while my coliscfeDoe kept roaring Kke a 

. CHAPTER VI. 
Ife DQcior*$ Ltiier continue Jt* 

{Tuesday Morning.} 

Bey. Sik— . 

^ ith eheerfut»H8 I hail the morOf 
- \Vith pleasiire seize my pen : 
If wisilam all my words adoro^ 
I'll fear oo criticHnen ! 

Soon after my appearance at churchy aiid 
haViDg my feelings so powerfully wrought 
npon, Dr. Dow returned from a journey ta 
New-Haven, whenjl was commanded to re- 
riuquisb all thoughts of play, and prepare 
for school. Again I entered the house of arts 
and sciences, when I found two boys of a- 
boot my age^ who bad come from Saybrook, 
and were considerably advanced beyond me 
in literature. Hence, I resolved not to omit 
oue single endeavor for overtaking them.-— 
After along and hard race, I came Qp with 
one, which gave me great eocouragenient^ 
wiiK increased ardour^ to pursue the other \ 
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but after all, and much to my drsappoint- 
ment, I found that my efforts proved quite 
unsuccessful : for had he not suddenly lef^ the 
school, I might have been able to accom- 
plish my object. I conceived it to be not 
wholly unlike the boy that followed hb s)i|i- 
dow all day, and at evening, it disappeared 
without giving him any satisfaction. 

Soon after this, my father moved to the* 
to^vn of Lyme, a few miles from Saybrook. 
I was immediately sent to a very respectable 
school, where I made great improvement. 
But being at that time a little too much in- . 
clined to find fault with InstructorSj as 
most of young children are, I was t^ken 
from that institution, and sent to the village 
of Flanders. Here, again, I stood ready to 
ateracomplainlagainst my Instructor for ha- 
ving exercised partial judgmenL My sequel 
will give you an explanation. 

I had not been long in this school, before 
I and one of my clas-smates, during inter- 
mission^ had some spirited contention* He 
commenced ^process against me; and I was 
ordered in the afternoon to appear before my 
new teacher, and answer in a cause ot^^Ah^ 
sdult and BatteryJ^ After having heard all 
the evidence that could be produced ^br and 
against me, my beloved tutor declared judg- 
ment in his favor | and 1 was compelled to 
suffer, by being wdl fined and paying the 
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whole cost l-^JBeing not a little chagrinelS aet 
^liis sudden disappointment, I instantly 
formed a resolute determination not to at-* 
4end a school, in which its Instructor hesita- 
ted, not to exercise injustice towards one of 
.4)i«r^upils, more than another: knowing, that 
vail who had the care of youth were bound bjr! 
the irrefragible laws of humanity, to admk 
rtruth aud exercise justice, without any res* 
jseet to persons, titles, or property. I, tbere- 
ibre, the next morning, entered a bitter com- 
jplaint to my parents about tlie Instructor. 
ISut from them I receivd no pity, nor^onso- 
lation; and was compelled to hasten le 
school to p]?event more immediate cost. 

I now resolved to initiate myself, if possi-* 
ble, into the esteem of my instructor, by 
strict attention .to order^ and close applica- 
tion to business. In these attempts I was 
»ot wholly unsuccessfuI.-^For he soon coov- 
menced giving me written paper«, that bore 
iStroDg testimony of my being emulous in . 
study, and mindful of the laws: a revolution 
this, that was highly gratifying to me, and 
no less so to ray parents! 

I was next sent to school at Waterford^ 
Here I attended to geography, and a system . 
of astronotny ; and here 1 soon gained the 
affections of my tutor, while 1. got the ill will 
o{ many of the scholars, who became en- 
idotts towards me, because I was more indus- 
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4ion8 than tfaey ! — The more attentioD I gave- 
tb study, die more I received from ray tutor;;- 
smd that which was once |;^in to me, had 
now become pleasure. I clearly saw that it^ 
was not, the atteQtive, but the tnattemive 
scHolar that was scourged with the rod of 
correction. — I was frequently solicited by my 
enemies to enter into their society, and with 
them to trample upon the ]aw& and regular 
tions of our benevolent Instructor. But I a& 
often said unto them with emphasis : — " J)e^ 
part from me, ye workers of iniquity t^^ For 
you wish to draw me into a »c^'— you wish 
to entice me into a path, that leads to di^ 
honor and punishment I 

Many contrivances of "w&y* and means 
were laid by them,. to get corporeal punish- 
ment inflicted upon me; but all to no pur- 
pose. If you, will allow me to make a* com-^ 
pariionj I will begin with that situation in 
Which the pious Christian is placed, when he 
is- surrounded with ungodly enemies. They 
feiy every snare which they possibly can ia- 
▼ent, to render Jiim epntemptilt>1^9 hoth in the 
»ight of God, and of man ! — But all their 
flimsy plans finallji become frustrated. — 
Their hopes and base desires vanish^ like a 
meteor! and iht good servant of God^ al- 
though he has been threatened and molested, 
eomes forth from the trying furnace^ withouts 
tve&tbe smell of fire upon bis garments for 
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Ihe Lord God of Israel is ivith him^ to shield 
and to prbtect him.*— Just so it comparatively 
is with the dutiful scholar j who, although he 
may be envied by many, if he first has the. 
good Instructor on his side, will be protected 
and defended; who, although false charges 
may be brought against hiro, will not ex* 
pect to be condeinned unjusdy, but will tri- 
umph victoriously over all his enemies! 

About this time, while I was meditating 
one day, in the anguish of my soul, upon the 
unmerited reproaches which were levelled a- 
gainst me; and while the briny tear of afDic- 
tion was trickling down my ambitious cheek, 
I took up the liible^ (it being a book the 
nearest at hand) seriously hoping to obtain 
from it some consolation to my troubled 
mind, and opeilied to the following passage : 
*^ Deliver me from my enemies^ O my Crod! 
Defend me from those that rise up against me». 
Deliver me from the workers of iniquity; and 
save me from the bloody menP^ — This pas- 
sage appeared like thedazxlingsun ofjpeare, 
bursting through the dark clouds oi dis- 
couragement ! 
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CHAPTER VII. 

2%€ Doctor^ Letter concluded. 

{JFedmsday Morning.} 
Rxv. Sir*. 

My time, like wheels propell'd by eooftaiit 

powV, 
Rollg lifo awty ynar ^opsone single haut I 

Not long aftenirarde, I was placed under 
the care of the Rev. N '  C , who was 
a private Instrnetor, and from whom I re* 
eeived the first dim light of the English 
Grammar. He also gave me, every day, a 
lesson of good advice. He was a very grave 
and sincere gentleman, possessing a firm and 
strong intellect, that was neatly painted with 
all the illuminating colonraof an Education. 
His manners were easy, nnaflected and well 
polished. In fine, his qualifications were 
completely good for instrttctiog the youth. — 
As the jt^-*6aiird serves to assist the travel- 
ler fit»m wandering in that road which leads 
not to his pla& ofdestination, so, by setting 
tbem such e^wmples as would tend to conduct 
them to the regions of virtue and bappinesSp 
he was remarkable in* teaching them the 
SttbliAie art of Contentment I 

After a while, I was again sent to jcbool 
al New-I^ondop^ where I continued for more 
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than a year : still maiqtaining my former 
resolution^.not to be surpassed by any of my 
age. My rapid progress,, here, again kindled 
the provoking fire of indignation within the 
breasts of my class-mates, until it emiuecl 
flames oCresentment, mingled with the sujSb- 
eatiag smoke of rascality I I wasever ready- 
to recite my lesson aV the moment appointed- 
This, my class-mates could not always do.. 
They,, consequently, received admonitiotl. — 
They ofteoksaid, that, if I bad only beeoab-* 
sent, *.^siich hng. and tediaus lessons would 
not have been gi.ven/' 7hey wej[e,> therefore,, 
determined to Bring some accusation againj^l 
me,.whtch might ca^a^ the in£Siction of oqj^ 
]|oreal punishment. 

Early one morning I wa^ sealia mile oufr 
of town after a horse ;:but*unliscki)y he had 
escaped from; the pasture, and I was unable^ 
to fitid bun. A0er. searchipg^fbr some time- 
without success, f espied at a distance some 
ipf my inimical)Class<*mates, whe 1 suspected 
would immedialely go to^ school with a com- 
phlaint that;! was iitlending to (flay trm%i.--^ 
According lo the fiiws of this school^, when^ 
any such eemplkints were entered^ a certaia> 
number of be<y». were tabe instantly sent iut 
search of the -supposed olFeiidier;. smd to be; 
invented with s^ffieient aathprity, not only 
to $eizeA$m, but all others wt{Qm they should 
imagine were mindless of the lajH^^s of schooL 
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My ^Qfspicions were suddenly realised. I 
i^as soon apprehended by several of those 
deputed officers,— completely h^fUnA^ and 
carried back to the dchool-house ; where I 
^as detiverM up to the magisterial tribmial 
ef my instrucftor. Those, my enemies, now 
«11 appeai^^d at the bar, and endeavored by 
their united testimony to make it appear thai 
1 had indeed been playing traant. ft was 
impoftsible for me with any living evidences 
present to prove theoctotrary ; fdr the oirly 
^ttn^ss I had, or could produce, was my 
Bridh^ which I still held fast in my hand, 
and which to my regret was totally incapa- 
ble o^ receiving the administration of aa 
^ath. B«rt as it was conceived that this wit- 
ness was not in the habit of fotke 9wearingt 
it was, 1 believe, entitled to so much res- 
pectabilhy as to be admitted as drcumstah- 
titd e^dene^ ! — At length I raised my impo- 
tettt eyes from the floor, and, with that pen* 
«arating energy which cannot be suppressed 
«ven by^e daring, calumniating libertine, 
plead like a young C^icero grown desperate^ 
inundating the injustice of liiy being thus 
persecuted^ — When my harangue was fiui* 
iabed, I was quickly unbound^ mquittedy and 
Mndhf' dimissed to my seat; while those bu- 
sy advocates fol* puuKhment were perempto- 
rily ordered away, accompainied with shame 
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und d|ihonor, While I cQatinned «l tbit 
school, I also attended aa eveiung painting 
school, in whidi 1 made considerable im«« . 
provement. 

Thns, Bev. Sir, I have now given you « 
laconic history of twelve years of my life. 
A i^Ti errors have been chitted, which \ 
hope and trust my recording angel will 0fa*> 
literate with the tear of charity. 

My parents have instructed me in the fun* 
damental principle of the Christian reli-> 
gion ; and bave compelled me neariy ^stry 
Sunday to attend public worship* So strict, 
indeed, has been their family disciplinethat 
I was sure of receiving a severe punishment; 
if I was only fa^ard to speak one wicked 
word, or even found associating with those 
boys who w^e distingu^si^d as scofifers al 
religion. 

And thus, Rev. Sir, have so many of my 
juvenile years passed away, since I commea* 
ced journeying upmi the great and honora-r 
ble road, that leads to the golden summit of 
the highest bUI of science !^-mWhen I take a 
retrospective view of the piisi, and then look * 
forward in deep anticipations of Ae fniurty 
it seems as if my stupendous journey was 
scarcely begun. But nevertheless, feeling 
$tiU determined to ceas^ qot from being em-» 
uloUSt I flatter myself that if { should 
be blest to experieft^ the ordinary a^ of 
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mo^n, I sball then be in possession of such a 
stock of information, as will allow me with 
the most ^gratifying pleasure to console and 
amose myself in the bowers of peace, sitting 
nndcr th^t prepiojus vine of erudition^ which 
I hav^ planted in my yputhfal day8> 

Rev. Sir, that large and valuable estate 
of generosity, benevolence and piety, which 
yon really seem to possess, prompts me to 
Be1ieve,that you will charitably overlook th^ 
njumerous errors of my life thus far; and 
cordially pardon me for having allowed my 
little mind, in the first place, to be so often 
enticed into the paths or vice and immoralir. 
ty. With gratitude I return you my sincere 
tbanks for the multiplied favors, by way of 
advice, which I have already received from 
you ; and 1 hope when suitable opportunities 
present tbemseivesi you will still continue to 
render me your good counsels. — ^For permH 
me to state to you that noipj more than forr 
merlyy it is my delight to retain and strive to 
practice those things, which I have heard 
delivered from you^— even yote, whoip I now 
consider to be a pattern for the aged — a 
guide for the middle aged—^and a worthy 
and instructive friend to youthp 

Most Rev^ Sir^ with ihe highest esteem^ 
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veneration and pleasure, I dare venture to 
to take the honor of sabscrifoing myself. 

Tour most unworthy friend^ 
And humble servant^ ^ 

G. B. CHAMPLIN. 
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CHAPTER VHI. 

VUTOBIOAI. AVP IHTEKSITINO ZTENTIt 

Thf DoftorU Voyage at Sea. 

If the kind reader will condescendingly 
extend that patience, which I fear I may have 
already intruded npoo, I will cheerfully par- 
cue the JVarra^'o^^^— — ar 

tt?**^ N<Hi est parvum beneficium 

2 nod profectum est ah optima voluntate.— « 
Itiaam expenderimas tarn beneficia Dei erga 
BOS, quam solemas boniinum { lUe faxit, ut 
exerceamus ao8 in e^ cogitguione et sic plus 
€t diligentius/'* 
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. How gratifying are those sensations of the 
heart, which are often produced by the fair 
opening of future prospects ! When I was 
about thirteen years of age, 1 was put an aps> 

Erenliee to the Printing busiQess, at New- 
london. My master, who was -by trade a 
Printer,hadbeennptedas being a v^y respect* 
ableapdreputaUegeotleman? Thisnnexpect- 
td torn of fortune quite conveyed iqy youthful 
mindi Into the elysian fields of the greatest 
earthly ftlicity } .Anticipation ai^d am|i)itio9i 
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rose predominant over every obstacle !-«-I 
well knew however, at the same time, that if. 
I should fStil in acquiring a complete knowl^ 
edge of typography, I should certainly obtain 
much information^by reading. £arly on the 
rooming of that auspicious day, which had 
been appointee^ for me.to embark upon this 
boisterous tide of happy but unsuccessful ex- 
periments, I Was disturbed from my slumbers 
by the electrifying touch of Emulation^ and 
accom^oied by Cheerfidness to my new 
' home. 

On my first arrival, I bad a wellformed de- 
sire to gain the full confidence and esteem of 
my master, by strict attention io'business^ and 
by obeying every just command, Sut I sooa 
learned that, in order to carry my pacific 
schemes into effect, it was pointedly necessa* 
ry for me to cultivate the good graces of ma- 
ny others around me. Hence, I obeyed, for 
some time, several journeymen and other ap-> 
prentices, as promptly as I did him ; till, at 
Jengtli, being the youngest, and forever en^ 
gs^^ed in performing tbeir drudgery, I thought « 
my task to be more arduous than I was able 
to bear. I, therefore, preferred by complaint 
to him for redress of grievances \ when he re- 
solutely objected to my further allegiance to 
any except himself and the first journeyman. 
Aner this drcumspect injunction, I had no 
i:eason to grieve on account of hardships. I 
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took good care, in the memtiaie, to employ 
all my leisare ofomenu ia reading some valu* 
able bpok, so as to acquire that knowledge, 
which t had already been so long in search 
of; — ^recollecting by the way, too, as some 
vothiMr escpresses himself, that ^^ (Jseful knowl- 
edge hasnoenemies-butthe ignorant. It cher- 
ishes the yimth; delights the aged; i&an ortia- 
tnent in prosperity ; and yields comfort in ad- 
versity." JSut as those whoeat most,are not al- 
ways the fattest; so 'Uhose who read most, 
donot always have the most knowledge. They 
drown and sink under a multitude of ideas ; 
and are not unlike the ancient Gauls, who, 
being too beafily armed, became useless in 
battle." 

But, alas ! It was not long ere my youth- 
ftl breast became filled with that sort of dis- 
content, which too often leads inexperienced 
youth from the paths of virtue and recti tude,in- 
to a labyrinth of shame, dishonor^'aod repent- 
ance. I was the youngest apprentice, as I 
before intimated ; and was repeatedly inform- 
ed by some of die workmen, that too great a 
proportion of my time, when I ought to be 
engaged in learning my trade, was still con- 
sumed in performing other business. Hence, 
I at length resolutely determined, to avail my- 
self of ttie first opportunity of quittiiig my 

©a 
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master $ and ofrusbing forward inta oev and 
uncertain scenes of active emptoyiaent. 

My father had spent twenty years, in the 
toilsome and dangerous pursuits of a sea^* 
faring life. The recollection of this, in the 
midst of my numerous meditations, inspired . 
my little breast with a strong wish to follow 
bis footsteps. Soon a favourable opportuni- 
ty, for escape, seemed to present itself. The 
expanded sails (which I noticed with no small 
share of attention !) had, during (he day, been 
running before the whistling breeze, and had 
blown up the burning desire of my heart, in- 
to a blaze of immediate determination. No 
sooner had the labours of the day become 
finished, and the sun sunk beneath the western 
horison, thap I cautiously left my room, duly 
l*eso1ved to embark on board some vessel.— 
The glimmering moon was nearly meridion-^ 
al, darting her pale-white beams upon the 
peaceful waters; while the gentle zephyr was 
murmuring in some unknown harbour.— ? 
Prompted by the strongest desire* of meeting 
with success, and of a speedy departure, my 
feet hastily transported me from wharf to 
wharf, till J entered a ship owned by Capt, 
B After conversing with me several 

minutes, he reluctantly enaployed me. Hia 
reluctance, however, proceeded only froni 
^w^picion. His ship was to sail in about three 
llQflf^f I, tbcreforei mad^ as much prepara^ 
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tioti aatlioe-and circumstaDces would per* 
(. mit ; and before day-light tKe next morning, 
' a fine, fresb/ pleasant breezy had wafted us 
out of the harbour. 

Dear Reader-— Can you suppress the tear 
of pity and distress, when you behold a poor 
little youthful nariner just embarked upon 
the tide of dtsobedienee — when you view a 
storm rapidly gathering to burst upon his in^ 
experienced headi — Soothed under the cheer- 
ing banner of real and fancied felicity, I be- 
came much elated for a while with the high 
thought o( having eloped from that tyranical 
power, which had been exercised over me by 
so many masters ; and from that no less des- 
potic usurpation of my just rights. But, at 
length, I began to reflect more seriously up- 
on my dreary situation ; and soon discovered 
my great imprudence. I plainly saw, that 
1 had set out upon a voyage that would lead 
me to ruin I I also saw, that my conduct 
would give no small occasion for offence to 
my kind parents ! Here I could not avoid 
the recollection <^King Solomon's htngua^, 
, where he saitb : " The rod and r&proof giv- 
eth ifMtructign ; but a child left to himself j 
briDgeth his parents to sAame." These 
things, alas ! I had never before properly 
considered. They now gave my mind great 
uoeariness ! This was perceived by the 
Captain^ who kindly adied me, why it was 
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^at I appftared so deeply distressed? I at* 
tempted to tetl him, a« well as roy sighing 
beart would permit, how anjustly and unwise* 
ly I bad behaved, by going to sea without the 
iconsent of my parients, S^c. Be gently smil- 
ed at my short relation, while I saw benev- 
olence and compassion depicted in his man- 
ly countenance. He even condoled with me, 
and strove hard to comfort me $ while tears, 
big with woe, |9owed freely from my eyes, 
and washed my disconsolate cheeks 1 

It was not long before the ship was driven, 
by contrary win4s, into Newport* Here I 
obtained liberty to go on sbprei and seek 
some comfort for a troubled heart. And a& 
ter a lengthy interview with the Capt, J a- 
greed to accompany him the next voyage, if 
I could obtain ttie consent of my parents,— ^^ 
When I was aboi|t to take my leave of him^ 
he offered me money, which I unwarily refii* 
sed. ^e strictly charged me to be a ^[goad 
ioy^^ and <' return to my parents and friends 
without delay." 

I departed full of melancholy cpnteinplai* 
tioos ; and while I wandered from street to 
street, and from place, to place, like one lost 
in a wilderness ; 6r, like an orphai) destitute 
Qf money and friends, and faint fojr (^e want 
of sustenance, I saw a sufficient nuinber of 
strangers, whose purses no doubt were their. 
9ir9-rbut^ ft/ ^ l<M)g time, not .on.e friendly 
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eye was directed upon me ! My situation, 
truly, was quite clieerless and forlbrn. Biit 
who could I blame except those, who bad 
implicated themselves in the following ordi- 
nance : (Math. ;cvili. 7.) •* Wo unto the world 
because of offences ! for it must needs be that 
ounces copie, but wo to thatmnn by whom 
the offence cometh !" Tes, sorely ! I had 
torn myself from the downy protection of pa- 
rents and former friends* 1 was but half in- 
structed in the necessary means of my pre- 
servation. " The wide world was before 
me !" But this rendered my conditidn in no 
manner enviable. O, how often did I wish 
that I were even back at my printins-mas- 
ter^s habitation, while I certainly suffered 
what my pen would in vain attempt liere to 
describe! 

But at length, and how gratefully wel- 
come ! the eye of compassion was glanced 
upon me ; and my wants much relieved. I 
immediately set out, miserably provided as I 
was, upon my journey ; and arrived, more 
successfully than I had expected, to my mas- 
ter's house in five days. Thus, after conver- 
sing freely with him, and making many apol- 
ogies for my past conduct; it was unani- 
mously agreed, that a part of my time should 
be employed in a book-store, and the rest in 
the printing-office. 

Now, oiice more, I thought I could view 
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^e fefulgent, pleasing light of coDtentment 
just begioning to burst through that thick, 
dark cloud of adversity, which had so long 
and repeatedly overshadowed me. While f 
was engaged in this book-store, the most'of 
my time, which I now considered of great 
value, was appropriated to readings I took 
ihe utmost care to select those works, for my 
perusal, which were the best suited to my 
age and capacity. And ever, when thus 
busled--i^ver, when thus ascending the goU 
den hill of science j peace and satisfaction yrer€ 
my constant companions^ 

Nftt one. moment's time eould I spend, 
Except to'ttonv^rsiB with some friend t 
Or, look at mj bopk with pleasing surprise^ 
llntil a eamplaini would eome from m? eyes; 

My master oft lyas beard to say. 
As he passed homeward on his ^i^ay, 
^^You read too^muchj you drown you head} 
Ills high time j^ou were in bed P 
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CHAPTER IX. 

MiscellamottB Cotnp^* 

'* Of wtre I like some feather'd dorty 

And inoQeenee had wingt i 
I'd fly, and make a loag reAavey 

Frem all tbege restless .tMngff* 
Xitt me ta some v^^iid desart goi 

Aod fiad a peaceful faamei 
Where sterms of maiiee neTor bloV| 

Temptations never eome.'' 

Before many happy days bad interveoedi 
ipy master gave up the printing business.^ 
Hence, I became no longer bis apprentice 
Bor cl^, and returned home. My father 
soon sent me again to school, where I contiii'^ 
Qed another year ; dariog which tim^ I re» 
viewed my former studies, went through 
*' with the Latin," and paic! some attention 
tp chemistry. 

Being tinis prepared, I next became enam- 
oured with new projects ; and, consequently, 
entered upon another unsuccessful enterprize. 
I engaged in a second apprenticeship with 
Mr.T — R-rr, who was by trade a maker of alt- 
%mi» of reaped) iQusicsd Jnsu*umeiits, ijo^^ 
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O, " vanity and vexation of spirit V^ O be* 
witching delusions ! How often fihall the 
«harp arrows of disa|Hpointrneatt€ttt down and 
forever destroy my fairest, blooming expec- 
iations ? My term of «ervice with my new 
master at this musical business, was of short 
duration. I soon perceived, with regret, that 
lie was swiftly pursuing the poisonous, detest* 
able road of intemperance, which surely 
leads to the painful vorleic of poverty, dis- 
grace and death* In fact, 1 foond myself 
completely surrounded with the most perai* 
cious examples— examples no less dangerous 
than con|KgiOtts disorders i 1, therefore, left 
him ; and immediately resol^^NNl' to itiake 

£reparation, and enter Yale College, atNew- 
[ave& But I had no sooner commenced 
the execution of Jhis new plan, th^n it was^ 
by nnforseen events, prostrated on a level 
with the dust My father and friends had made 
a valuable purchase of land, 500 miles dis- 
tant,, in tfadSvestern part of New- York ; and 
were preparing to move thither without de- 
lay. Accordingly, in October of that year, 
we all started ; and after a very fatiguing 
journey of thirty days, safely arrived at our 
destined paradise. 

Hail, hapless stranger of the wood ! sur- 
munded with a howling wilderness — with- 
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mxi having even the power of wng agmvIW 
taral instruments to good advantage!. 



DisGontentmentagaln filled my breast; and 
I wandered^ like a loneij exile, through the 
Barrow paths of the forest from settlement t» 
8ettleinent,oft^n calling at the cottager's doof 
to find the invaluable treasure of peace an4f 
happiness— but aU without success! A% 
kngth I ofiei^ed m v services as^ an Instructor 
of the youth ; and was employed in a com* 
Bion school, where I contimied several 
months. The next year,l resolved once more 
to prepare myself for the University at New-* 
Baven, whether I might ever have the good 
fortune to enter that benevolent Institution^ 
or not For this noble purpose, I placed my- 
•eif under the judicious care and tuition ot 

the Rev.. Mr. P , from whom I received 

a knowledge of the languages. 
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I^ then, proceeded from viHageto village^ 
io search of one of their principal sohoolsv 
i was ever blest with suceess, in this- highly- 
vesponsible and most important business.-— 
School-keeping is an emplgymeat that was* 
alw,ays extremely gratifying to me,* What; 
indeed can be more pleasing to a good Pre- 
ceptorytban for him to biehold every, one of 

* See Appendix— Not* IS. 
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hi8 pupils anxiously and ind^strlotiely as* 
cending the rich Mount of Knowledge antf 
Virtue, from which^ with heads erect, thty 
could stand and view, in their imagination, 
millions of children and youth in the world, 
far, — very far below tliem in the Yalef filled 
with Pride and surrounded with Darkness ; 
and from which, too, they could see thou- 
sands more looking up to them with eager^ 
wishful eyes, longing — but vainly longing to 
become inhabitants of the Mountain !* 

While I was on one of my tours, searciw 
ing after scholastic emplojrment, I wander* 
ed into Upper Canada. There, I found 
several vacancies, in some of which I might 
have engaged ; but the society was such as I 
Knew was well calculated to encourage thai 
discontent, which, alrtady^ had loo long 
been my constant companion. I, therefore, 
rejected their offers. But» at length, after 
repeated enquiries to be suited withoul suc- 
cess, I met with an Indian Chief; who ear- 
nestly solicited me to accompany him not 
many miles distant to his settlement. .He 
said that he would employ me as the totor of 
the children and youth of his tribe ; apd that 
he would give me one hundred and fifty a- 
cres of good land per. year, for my services* 

* See Appendix— Note 16. 
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I considered tbb to be # very generous offer ; 
iud withoot much heshatioa complied with 
his invitation. On oar arrival, I fotiod a 
great number of buildings, situated upon a 
beautiful plain, and mostly built of logs.*— 
Tbe eloi barik answered a!s a substitute for 
sbhigie. Their Chief had been liberally ed- 
Ideated, aad cotild speak very good English. 
But contrary to his wishes, and even his ex* 
press orders, his people had lain out their 
village and built their houses, or wigwams^ 
io a very irregaiar manner. The Chief's hut 
was situated near the centre of this rude ham* 
let* Tbe floor of his apartment consisted 
of the hard beaten earth, covered over with 
bfiek«>skins ; and his bed was composed of the 
sable skins of the bear. The ^esh of tbi% an* 
ksal aiso sierved him for food. 

During my conluiuaoce with him, be fre* 
quently regaled me with the best of what his 
|iamble cottage afforded. He seemed to take" 
S&ore pains^ to please me, than I desired. He 
waited OQ roe through the village, and show* 
*ed me the scholars and their parenu. I en- 
tered several of their huts, the furniture of 
whicb^ I could plainly see, exhibited the in* 
genuity of their fingers. The Chief inform- 
ed them that 1 was to be their Instructor ; 
which- very much pleased them. As . we 
went from but to hut they joined us in pro-^ 
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cession ; till at last, when our visit was eofi9» i 
]pleted, it was both pleasing and novel to me, I 
lo find ourselves surrounded with the most oi [ 
ihe hibabitants. 

An qbstaek soon presented i tsel:^ that ( saw « 
WQo)[d prevent my proceeding as their *^ Tu^ \ 
ior.^^ It wa» ultisiately necessary^ a» ih» ' 
jfirMpiaeeythatlshouU well understand their 
dialect, respecting which I was perfectly ig- ] 
norant, in order ibr ni€ to teach them widi . ' 
' success the rudiment of the English language. 
Being unwilling to^ make kuown this defeet 
to their chiefs (although, at the same timci ht 
might have been perfectly aware of it) I told ' 
him that it was necessary, before! could- 
commence his school, for me to go one bun*' 
dred .miles on a visit. Considerable debate 
immediately ensue^ ; but at lengthy, and not 
without much reluctanee^the eon&ented to my 
journey. 

Soon aAen^. I ^ok ny leave of the n}ejor!»» 
ty of the people^ and was accompanied down 
to the Lake by the Chief, and by a few of 
his most respectable subjects. But, when 1 
was going to give these the parting hand^ 
the Chief had mistrusted that I was.oot ioi» 
lending to return. He, tlierefore,. requested 
me to give him a button from my coat,, as a i 
token that I would surely be their Instructor ! ^ 
After complying with this carious reqnesti 
and having, satii^fied him that 1 should noi 
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611, If circumstances permhtei!, in retnrmng 
•gain io Canadaf I made my escape. 

1 had a fatigaing walic to Newark, neaf 
Fort George. From this place, I crossed the 
St. Lawrence River, (or Magara, as it is 
meratly called here) and landed at Fort 
f******. f walked about this fortification 
sometime; and amused myself in examining^ 
its strength and ingenuity. The Comraan* 
der here treated me with great politeness,-** 
not forgetting even to exercise towards ntt 
acts of generosity, 

CHAPTER X. 

The Doetor't visit to Niagara FaUt* 

^What^s Fame?— A fancied life in ethers 

breath, 
A thittg beyond as, e^en before our death. 

A Wit's a feather, and a Chief a rod ; 
An honest A|an't the noblest work of God." 

After continuing two hours at the Fort, I 
proceeded up the riyer towards the south, 
with an intention of visiting the noted and 
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subUme Cataraci pf Niagam. I spop arf i ve3 
there ; arid staiioned ipyself justoppc^te tbe 
awial scene, upon t^e Amerkaa 44^ • s^n^i 
was/ 

<* Am«9*d and fright ^i»?d M I tl«f4fl 
To hear the tbuader* of the ftiHii).'^ 

TreoieDdoos tbuader ! rouad my head did rpU^ 
It seamed to shi^kt t^$ efirtb frpm p9U 1^ pQk J 

I there beheld ooe of the greatest j:iataral' 
curiosities in the world— an ioiftieiise quanti* 
ty of water, falling with rapid violence, down 
a broad precipice, 150 perpendicular feet^ 
while a rumbling. noI$e w^ contiaually heard 
much resembling distant, heavy thunder.— 
O, how were my sensitive powers wrought 
Up ! My bewildered imagination, even paint-^ 
ed at no great distance the heavenly orbs 
themselves apparently shrinking back, appal,- 
led at the sight — then bowing subnrjissively 
at the stupendous waterfall, and precipitated 
headlong into the wide yawning gulf be- 
neath ! I beheld for some tiitie, with an as* 
tonished heart, and with eyes wrapt in won- 
der, the powerful agitation of the water, both 
above and below. And after folly con^m< 
plating this picturesque and grandly united 
imagery, I proceeded up the perpendicular 
steep to the edge of the water above \ and 
there occupied myself with throwing in logs^ 
and pieces of timber, for the purpose of see* 
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inff witb wfaat rapidHy and foree, they were 
harried off into the dismal abyss among the 
whirlpools. 

Here,, thought I^ is a striking emblem of 
the inhabitants of this earth, some of whom 
are daily swept from the stage of action, and 
surrender their lives in death withoat any ma- 
terial distinction. The rich and the poor, 
tile wise and the unwise, all, after meeting 
with this great and last mortal change^ are 
seduced to one common level. 

^* The livlog kaow that they mast die. 
Bat all the dead forgatten tie $ 
Their memory, and their seose is gaaei 
Alike uokoowiog, and unkaown.'^ 

And. who knows how sodnl shallbe compel-* 
led to share my final fate— ^to undergo this 
great and important process? Who knows, ( 
say, how soon I may be burled from the 
stream of life, down into the river of death 1 
** We should engrave the solemn thoughts 
of death, in the most legible characters, on 
the tablets of our memories. . We see our 
neighbours £biU ) we tnrn pale at the shock ; 
and feel perhaps a trembling dread. No 
sooner are Ihey i^emoved from our sight ; 
tmt, driven in the whirl of business, or lulled 
in the langonrs of pleasure, we forget the pro-- 
videoce, and neglect its errand. The impres* 

PS 
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(rion mftde on our unstable mhid0, is like iitt 
trace of an arrow through the penetrated air ; 
or the path of a keel in the furrovred wave* 
<< li^ons, legtona of disasters, such as no 
prudence can foresee,and no care prevent, iie^ 
in wait toaccomplish our doom. A starting 
horse may throw bis rider ; may at once 
dash bis body against the stones, and iing 
bis soul into the in viable world. A stack c^ 
chimnies may tumble into the street, and 
crush the unwary passenger under the ruins^ 
Even a single tile, dropping from the roof, 
may be as fatal as the whole structure. So 
frail, so very attenuated is the thread of life, 
that it not only bursts before the storm, but 
breaks even at a breeze. The most comipon 
occurrences, Ihosd from which we suspect 
not the least harrm, may pi^ove the weapons 
of our destruction. A grape stone, a despt* 
cable fly, may be more mortal than Goliath, 
with all his formidable at mour. Nay, if God 
gives command, our very comforts become , 
killing. The air we breath, is our bane;^ 
and the food we eat, the vehicle of death. — 
That last enemy has itinumerable avenues 
for his approach. Tea, lies entrenched in 
our very bosom, and holds his fortress in the 
seat of our life. The crimson fluid, which 
distributes health, is impregnated with the 
seeds of death. Heat may inflame it, oi: toil" 
oppress it; and make-it destroy the parts^ it 
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was ^esigDed to cherish. Some OAseeo ion 
pedioa^it may obstruct it9 passage, ox some 
iMiknofim violence may divert its course ; ia 
etiber of which cases, it acts the part of a 
poisoaotts draught, or a deadly ^tab. 

Ah ! IB what perils is vaia Ufa engaged ! 
What slight ntgleels, what trivkl faalls 

destrajr 
The hardest frame ! of iadoleaee, af tetl 
We die; of want, of soperfloity ; 
\' The all surroundiog heav'a, the vital air^ 

Ii big with death. 

*' Since then we are so liable to be dispoft- 
aessed of this earthly tabernacle, let us look 
upon ourselves only as tenants at will ; and 
I bold ourselves in perpetnal readiness, to de« 

[ part at a moment s warning. Withoi^ such 
an habitual readiness, we are.like v^retchesp 
that sleep on the top of a mast, while a hor* 
rid gulph yawofi, or furious wave rages^ 
below. 

" Examining the records of mortality, I 
found the memorials of a promiscuous mul- 
titude* They were huddled,at least tbey rested 
together, without any regard to rank or se« 
Diortty. None were ambitious of the upper- 
most rooms, or chief seats, in this house of 
mourning. None entertained fond and eager 
expectations of being honourably greeted, in 

d4 
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iherr da'^dme cells* The nfatt of jetbrs ^tsd 
^xperlenc^) r epiited M an oraiGfle ia Ixis :geiy» 
eration, was content to lie down at the feet 
^r a1>afae. In this house appbhit^d for aU 
living, the servant was ' equally accoim&oda- 
ted, and lodged in the same story^ with his 
master* TJie poor indig^t 'lay as sofily, 
and slept as soundly, as the. most opulent 
possessor. AH the dislinction that sabsisledi 
was a grassy hillock, bound with osiers ; or 
a sepakharal stone, ornamented with ima- 
gery. 

"Why then, said my working thoughts^ 
"O ! why should we raise sucfi a mighty stir, 
about superiority and precedence j 'when the 
next remove, will reduce us aM to a state of 
equal meanness ? Why should we exa:lt oor- 
selvcs, or debase others, since we must aB^ 
'one day, be upon a common leve}| and blen- 
ded together' in Che same unxtistiogniisiied 
dust ? O ! that thit consideration m^t 
liumble my own, and other's pride; and Bkik 
our imaginations as low as our habttatioii 
will shortly be ! 

"Among diese confused relics of human- 
ity, there are, without . doubt, persons of 
contrary interests, and contradicting senti- 
ments. But death, like some able day*s 
man, has laid his hand on the contending 
parties ; and brought all their diflispenceft to 
an amicable conclusion. Here^enemieSiS worn 
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en)nnies, dwell together in unity.— They drop 
every embittered tbougfat,and forget that they 
were foes.' Perhaps their crarobling bones 
mix as they moulder ; and those who, while 
they lived stood aloof in irreconcilable vari- 
ance ; here fall into mutual embraces, and 
even incorporate with each other in the 
Grave. 

•* O Eternity ! Eternity ! How are our 
boldest, our strongest thoughts, lost and over- 
whelmed in thee !-— Who can set landmarks, 
to limit thy dimentions ; or find plummets to 
fathom thy depths f Arithmeticians have 
figures, to compute all the, progressions of 
tin»e. — Astronomers have instruments to cal- 
culate the distances of the planets. But 
what numbers can state, what lines can gauge 
the lengths and breadths of Eternity f * It 
is higher than heaven ; what canst thou do ? 
Deeper than hell ; what canst thou know ? 
The measure thereof, is longer than the 
earth, and broader than the sea.'* 

" Mysterious, mighty existance ! A su m 
not to be lessened by the largest deductions ! 
An extent, not io be contracted by all possi- 
ble dimunitions ! None can truly say .aAer 
the most prodigious waste of ages, ^so mnch 
of eternity is gone.'-^For wlien millions of 

*Job«i. 8,9. 
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i:«ntories are elapsed, it is bat jast com n i Bit *- 
ciog ; and, when millions moipe have run 
their ample round, it will be no nearer end- 
ing, yea. when ages, numerous as the 
bloom of spring ; increased by tlie herbage 
of summer ; both augmented by the leaves of 
^lutumn ; and all Biultiplied by the drops of 
rain, which drown the winter — when these, 
and ten thousand more ; more than ear) be 
represented by ar^ similitude, or imagine^ 
by aqy conceptir>n ; when all these are.re<» 
folved and finished : Eternity, vast, ^bound*? 
less, amazing I^ternity, will only be begins 
liing ! !" 

But stop — ^The reader will please to par- 
don my digression— I fear that, under the 
soothing banner of contemplation, I have 
been straying from the line of my intention. 
After having been lost, some time, in tt 
strange mixture of amazement, imagination^ 
9nd reality; of gratification and admiration^ 
at viewing the ^ raagoi$cence, sublimity and 
immensity of God's works ; I resolved to 
leave the pl^ce, and {proceed towards home. 
For, indeed, 1 then believed it not impossi- 
||ile, if I should continoe /easting my senses, 
lipon a scenery thus tare^ wild and m^tally 

Eetrific, that my half phrenetic brain, m»gh^ 
ecome so involved in deep physiology, the-; 
plogy and mystery, as to forever prevent the 
proDcr es^ercise pf m v national faculties. * 
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D^tnovus operam qnsMtttm 
Dens jfivabif nos. 
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Omnia nostra sunt vana, sine ejut 
*ppe« '■ 



CHAPTER XI, 

Importaid Informution to young Fersoni. 

<' Behold the child« b^ nature's kindly law, 
Tle^s^d with a rattle, iiekletl' with a straw : 
fiome livelier p1itj4hiDg ^tTes his youth de- 
light, 
A little loader, hut as einpty qorte ; 
Searfs, garters, gold, amose his riper stagey 
And beads aad prayer-books are the leys of 

age : 
tPleas'd with the bawMe stilU as that before ; 
'Till tired he sleeps, and life's poor play is 

Q'er!!" 

1 had now relipqnished the idea of appear- 
ing any Wnger in the character of a school- 
teacher ; for, indeed, my apprenticeship had, 
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in this art, been qvile knglhy and arduonfs^ 
The Reader well koows, if he has ever beea 
employed in this complicated business, 
what numerous difficulties a youth must ne-» 
oessarily be compelted to encounter, in com- 
mencing school- keeping at only fifteen years 
of age. 

«* All nature smiles with prospeets gay^ 
And Joys, refined, saluce eaeh day : 
But softer pleasures of the spria^^ 
Trovihit as well as TWfinrtt^ bring ! 
When greater joys are wanting stilly 
Than diseonteot the mind mast fill." 

I became determined to enter upon some 
other eroploymeAt j and, first, applied to my 
friends for advice. The most of them re- 
commended to my attention the study of 2aur, 
But this did not comport with my inclina- 
tion : for I felt apprehensive, that the God of 
nature had never intended I should appear, 
as a Speaker at the bar, in order to beat down 
by argument the opposition, which I should 
meet with from my cunning competitors ; ma- 
ny of whom,. I was certain, would, for the 
sake of bribe-money, fly from the gardens of 
justice, for the sake of victory j range the 
wide fields of illegal lore, and there swing 
upon the boughs of Eloquence ! — Hence, I 
stood for several weeks like the strange trav- 
eller; who, when he came where several 
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roads interseeted, through ftar of taking 
the irrong one, look . neither ; but waited 
for a better monitor, than a few UDiutelligi- 
ble ^nN>rds upon the guide-board. 

Finally, I decided that I wouM deTO^ 
fhree of fear year&^ to the study of Physic 
and Surgery. I tbefi sought for some of the 
most accomplished and most eminent Profes* 
sort of medicine ; and had the good fortune 
to find those, who were much more, than 
merely recommended as such, I now, once 
more, bound myself as a student, (or apprett" 
iiee if you please,) to a master, who exercised 
more tenderness and compassion over me, 

\ than I, or any other person, coutd reasona- 
bly have expected. He nm only used every 
means to instruct me in die principles of thd 
healing art, but also pointed out to me th^ 

* right direction, wMch I ought to pursue, in 
order to reach the highest seat in the honor* 
able Profession. 

When I cotnoieiiced my reading, I again 
met with contentment. My Hbrary was the 
only companion I wanted. Month after 
month' glided away ^unnoticed^ oatil my 
head was Iheraliy wrought up into a bewiU 
dered state. "^ . 

I was kindly treated by all my acquaintan* 
ces. Were I- €Ver so unfortunate tA to be 
caught in bad company, I soon made the 
best of my way o\xU And in the midst of that 
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knoi^led);!^) which I have formed of maoUodf 
i have discovered it to be highly expedient^ 
that' my friends be few and well chosen. I 
have songhi to associate with those only^ 
who were polite^ detent^ sensible, and virtu- 
ouSk By this means^ I bav^ often been 
screened^ no donbt, from that imprudent and 
vicious course of conduct, which otherwise^ 
I might have adopted^ and which would, per* 
baps, have involved nie in everlasting ruiu. 

Dear young Readers,<^Permit me to i-ea* 
Itze the effects, for which this little volume 
was intended* 1 sincerely hope^ that it will 
merit your candid perusal iind approbation ; 
and thai it will have a tendency to transfuse 
into some of your . hearts, the indispensable 
necessity of storing your intellectual facul* 
ties, with such qualifications— ^with such a 
rich robe of internal texture and beauty, as 
Will far elceed any corporeal babilimentsi 
Which you can possibly, invent, or possibly 
put on, for an ornament to your persons !-~ 
Should this prove to be the happy result, I 
shall be ampiy remunerated for all my exer- 
tions-^aod my deligtued soul will w«nt lan- 
guage to express her gratification. 

My young iPriendrf.— With emotions that 
threaten to bring tears from my ieyes,-— I ieek 
a very strong desire, for your future promo^ 
tion in life, and for your everlasting welfare^ 
Your loving parents have shed m&ny^-^vcry 
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4»any ^isvons and aflbdionate teaiv ever 
yonr cradles, while yoa lay ^loaiberitig un^ 
Aer the baltoy powet of repose. Qow nan y 
sleepier nights have your panents pasatd, 
with tiidr bearu wroag in torrasr, fimriia^ 
that some evil thing might befall you !*^ 
Wfaen you have beea absent, bow aqxiotifly 
have they watched for yoiiir retom f And 
nfrhen sickness, which is often the foreruBiier 
^death) had lain his nigged hands npen yoa, 
ready to snatch yon intd another work}, me^ 
thinks I behold your dear, fond mother, with, 
dolefiillooks, which bespeak her antiety, stan- 
dmg by your bed side, while the sympathising 
tear runs down bev afflicted cheek i^Henee, 
you must, 1 think, be very sensible of the 
trouble and vicissitudes, which your parents 
have had to pass through, in order to raise 
you to your present stage of existence. You 
are now just stepping^ upon the blooming 
spheres of activity. You aee now young and 
diffident aceors, tipon the world's broad stage; 
and yonr friends expect yon to perform a no- 
ble and conspicuous part. Do not disa^ 
point them ! Be aware of the artifices of as- 
piring and artful men ! Be strictly upon 
your guard ; for it is surrx>unded with mil-^ 
lioos of critics and eye witnesses, who, with 
eager stare, are watching foi; your irregular-^ 
hies. 

The season of youth has ever been looked 
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Upon, as the hftp|>iest part of bumaii life.-— 
It 18 to this early period of our existenee, 
fhat old age looks back with wounded sensa* 
tioDs; and contemplates ^poD the tea thou- 
sand satisfactions which are now no more.— • 
Touih is the time, for improving in nseful 
knowledge ; for formin^tbe mind, manners^ 
and morals ; for gaining every worthy ac« 
complishment, ^hat will make us agreeable 
and useful to others, as well as to ourselves ; 
9nd, consequently, for establishing oar for« 
tunes. 

My young Friends, I entreat you tore- 
member, that a thousand dangers await and 
surrdund you on every side. . The inexperi- 
enced youth is liable to be deceived to his ru- 
in. His fondness for pleasure, is apt to be- 
get a dislike to study ; and his hatred of res- 
traint often leads to the indulgence of bad 
habits, which can never be eradicated. An 
improper tutor, a bad book, or a vicious 
companion, may often lay a fouodation, for 
the greatest misfortunes in life. — If such, 
then, be the critical situation of youth, how 
necessary it is, that parents should be care- 
^1 of the education of their children ; and 
how incumbedt it is on children, to be atten- 
tive to the instructions of their pafents and 
teachers! 

Your parents,, dear youth, have appeared 
vpon the great stage ef life long before yoa. 
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and some have acted well their theatrical 
perforiaance ; but, alas ! kow niaDy of ifaem 
have failed, through the vnmt ofa good eda- 
cation.-r-Can we view their defects any other- 
Yvise, than with Sorrow, mingled with the fire 
of ambition f • We must sow in the Springs 
or we cannot expect to reap in ttie Autumn I 
A man possessed of an edncatiou, enjoys the 
company of the wisest men npon earlb*-^ 
TVith a library of well selected books^ or 
wiVXi one hundred voliuDes, for inslancey he 
enjoys the company of one hundred wise; 
men. One speak» at a ^ime, until he has 
heard what they all have to say. And how 
can he help being wise, when he so frequenir 
ly converses wiih wise men ? — Yes, my 
young reader, he will surely be filled with 
wisdom ; and you will do well to follow his 
example. Then, you will appear, through 
life, as a valuable ornament to your speeies, 
— or, in other language, like a bright coa« 
stellation, iii the midst of die starry firma- 
ment, shining with untarnished and undimin* 
i^bed lustre I 

A good education will procure you gar^ 
ments of gold,-^— garments, which you can 
wear, with delight and honor, to the^highesl 
eouru of fame. A fortune may be left us, by 
our relations, or friends ; but an education 
must be acquired, by Qur own application 
and industry, or we shall e^^perience the wani 
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of il forever. Profierty may be accmntds^ 
ted, at an advanced period of Hfe ; but if 
an education be ne^cted in our childhood 
dnd youd), the loss will be sad and irrepara- 
ble. 

If we look about the world, and examine 
closely, we shall diseovelr that mankind are 
classed together, ttkote by their education, 
than by their birth, or their riches. It is 
ttiorally impossible, that any person of a good 
education, and one of a poor edncatioff, 
rikould make very agreeable compianions. 

A man of education may be known, by the 
Miperiority of Ms eountenance. Infortn^tioa 
is depicted in every feature } while sensibility 
and dignity of deportment, exhibit paintings 
of an angelic naftui^e. In fine,as a person ad- 
vances, and becomes in possession of a vir- 
tuous education, his whole demeanor and 
visage gradually changei- afid assumiB a mora 
miajeslic appnearaftioe. 



, tlu Ihcior^ ^iogtuphidat Sketch Condudei. 

<( Kn&xfy All tbi g^ood.tiiat indiiiduftlsliDil, 
Ht G6d and nature mcAiit to mef-e iiiaiikiad, 
R^aiOb^g whole pleasure, ail Ihe Joyg of geose» 
Lie in three words, Heftith, Peace and Com- 
petence : 
Bot Heakk eonsUta with Temperanee alope ; 
And Peaee^Qh Virtue ! Peace is all thj own." 

While I was a stadent at Physic and Sur- 
tttty, I sometimes went in pursuit of cnedical 
knowledge, by seeking the cooipany of med- 
ical men. I was often much gratified, with 
bearing them explain those things, i-espect- 
11^ which, I was quite aninformed. My at- 
tention to my studies, wa^ regular and 
lengthy 3 and my progress rapid. . I was hue 
St little past nineteen years of age, when I 
received a licence from the Medical Society. 
to practice in the healing Art. 
' Dear Reader,— How^ pleasant It is for one 
to feel conscious, of having done good to his 
fdlow. crealures! — Behold, for instance, 
the kind Physician, awakened from his mid- 
night slombevs by the voice of a messenger, 
crying unto bim, and saying, *' Arise,. and go. 
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Why our wretcbednef s shotlld be reqaUite« 
id. the forfsatiQii of universal fiilicUy ? Why, 
. SBffafin all other tyg^ips 9r^ made pirfect by 
the per^tioa of subordinate parts, tb« great 
syfiem should require fofits perfectioD parta, 
•that aj-e oot (Hily fuhofdinat^to others, bqt 
imperfect i» themselveft fw-i-These are ques- 
tions that cau never he fully explained \ aQd 
KQight be me]es5» if jkpowp. 

The fpan of sorrow layi himself quieUj 
down, with no possession to regret ) and hav- 
ing but few lies, to ^top his departuriD. He 
/eei^ only nature's pang, in (he final separac- 
tion. And tbif is no way greater, than what 
he has oft^ fainted under b^for? s for, after 
a certain degrae of pain, every new breach 
that death op^nsin ibf constitution^ nature 
kindly covers with insen$ibil}ty. 

Kind and indulgent Reader,— I would 
have you remember, that Christtan piety is 
above all necessary. Withool this; you pro* 
bably cannot be useful. Withemt this, yon 
certainly cannot be happy! . Be assured» 
that true religion does not require you to b^ 
unsocial and glooiny. Jt will not shut yon 
up in monastic retirenioiH. It. will noido*- 
.bar you from one comfort, nor deny you one 
earthly enjoyment, that is limited by reason, 
or consistent with the great purposes of your 
being. It allows, or even requires you to be 
— nay, it will make you cheerful in the midst 
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rf $c^e$, wbkb blast the fopU^Ii levitifis. oC 
tjie UDgpfJly — «ccnes, ny.liwrh wring their b/^nrts^ 
wi.th a^gwb, aM twu their U^ughter urta 
^eav'b).€(ss, It will make you. che^rfUJ iii the. 
hoi^r of distcess, ajad of qeath.! — ho% roe a-^ 
gaia ^nltnea.v yo«, lo gain s^n inlenest,. if yopi 
hay^ pat,, ija, Uj^ Mngdojoii of Heaven : for do» 
^ort^ qf refin^, U]fi'4gina.tip0y can sooth tb^ 
wants of nature^ — can give eb&tjc sjveetne&$. 
"to. the dark vapours of a dungeon, — or caji^ 
stop the throbbings of a broken 4ieart, like 
the consoling consciousnessi of having an in- 
terest in the heavenly Kingdoin. 

When I behoM the unutterable sufferings 
of roy fellow beings, who He confined under 
acute pangs, from wounds and bodily afflic- 
tions ;..^hen I 'survey their emaciated looks, . 
and hear their doleful groans, often, — I often 
think, what a glorious exchange Hiaven 
would be for these poor wretches ! — Yes, a 
place of refuge ; where they couJd bask in re- 
gions, unconfined as air! — Where they could 
dwell in the sunshine of eiemal peace!— Where 
they could carol over endless hymns of praise 
and thanksgiving ! — And where they would 
hav^no master to threaten, nor insult them ; 
but w*uld h^^e the form of Goodness fore* 
ver int^keir eyes! — When I think of these 
things, death becomes the messenger of evo- 
ty glW tiding! — When I think of these 
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tilings, bis sharpest arrow becomes the staff 
of my support !— When I think of these 
things ! what is there in life worth having? 
'■^fr hen J think of these things j what is there 
on earth, this trifling earthy that should not 
be spurned into nothing ! Even kings in 
their palaces should groan for such advanta- 
ges and blessings,— such superlative honors ; 
but we, iiumble as we are, should yearn for 
them,* 
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PART SECOND. 



The following Letter was wrijtteo, while 
the Doctor was on his way from SackeCft' 
Harboar to Boffaloi during the last war» 



LETTER I- 

M J. MeecTs Inn, AftU 38. 
Worthy Lady — Condescend to grant par- 
don to ai well meaning stranger, who has su(^ 
fered his affections to be captivated, by the 
enchanting power of female innocence. As 
1 look on your choice of a husband to be of 
the greatest importance to your happiness, I 
hope that you will make it with the utmost 
circumspection* It, therefore, appears indis* 
pensably necessary, that you study well th« 
character of a man, before you enter into the 
sacred bonds of matrimony : as many inno- 
cent young ladies are, very often^ brought in- 
to trouble, by not giving proper adherence 
to such cautions. 



9b- HYMENEAL 

Madam — I am, at present, in the greatest 

haste ; and my engagements forbid, that 1. 

should tarry long at this place. Fifteea 

days from this, if you will send to the Post 

Office, you there may find further communi- 

catiQUS. You ean become acquainted with 

my character by inquiry. — After boptng 

that you will not expose my vlsiiings to any, 

(your parents excepted) I subscribe mys%U 

your unfeigned friend. 

GILBERT B- CHAMPLIN. 

Mis$ Ann Jtf- 



LETTER II* 

Jff-*— ^, May 7. 

Worthy L9dy~lfeel a charming delica* 
cy about fulfilling the engagement, which I 
partially made to you, in my first commoni* 
cation; But allow me, dear madam, to con* 
Sole myself by retaining one rny of hope, 
that your amiable disposition and unbounded 
generosity will plead my cause } and will, at 
least in some manner, extricate me from ccn- 
sqre. 

At present I find myself existing in the 
western wilds, past twenty years of age; sur- 
rounded with temptations and dangers of al* 
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most every description ; and, I often think, 

, nearly destitute of friends^ as well as proper- 
ty. But I am perfectly convinced, that gooi 
befaaviour will procure the former ; while in<* 
^dmtry and economy cannot fail, tn collect the 
latter. Hence, I sometimes flatter myself, 
that I perceive the pleasing light of 4:onso* 
lation, bursting through those sable clouds 
of discouragement, which often float around 
the youthful bead ! 

My young Friend — Permit me to recomi^ 
neiid to you the undoubted propriety, of an 

. «ariy collection of mental accomplishments. 

>. Such valuable improvements never fail of 
commanding the attention of i^n^ or persons 
of sense. 

I feel fully convinced, madam, notwith- 
standing our contracted acquaintance, that 
yoar amiable temper of mind, and your na* 
toral good sense, which I think have been 
polished with more than a common share of 
education, will greatly contribute towards 
promoting refined earthly happiness, iti that 
family to which you may belong. The 
lonely youth, who is just setting out upon the 

. journey of life, finds himself sorrounded with 
nnmerous perplexities ;— especially when he 
casts his eyes in several directions, for the 
purpose of finding an agreeable companion ; 
onei who will r^pder e^nsolatiajk \n the hour 
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of trouble, — on€ with whom he can ci^^r/Uly 
deposit t^ie iseeret$ of his breast, and elaim few 
A tofifidential friend /* 

Notwithstanding I have never bad th< 
pleasure of seeing you but onee^-^yet tktC 
graceful form, that innocent and cooieljr 
countenance, connected with an agreeable 
manner of speaking — I must confess^ capti«- 
vated my mind ; and placed you, in my opin* | 
ion, far ?ibove every other person in the 
whole circle of my acquaintance. Yoqr im- 
partial judgment, and your preventive good- ^ 
ness, will keep you from believing, that tbe$e j 
confessions prQceed from a flattering pen, or 
frcfm the n>iil3 Qf an unfriendly youth. Ere ' 
long I shall journey to the eastward ; whea j 
I shall cherish the fond expectation, of fee- 
ing agaih the object of my affeclian«, j 

But, alas ! i must cliieck the exhilarating i 
anxiety-— knowing, that there are ten thou- \ 
0and aecideiits and misfortunes, which may >j 
prevent our ever meeting again. Death, the 
enemy of all earthly enjoy mentsf, ipay, before 
we are aware,- snatch you from roe, or me ^ 
from you ! Let us prepare, then, for every 
event that awaits us in time ; and disappoint- 
ments will appear *less dreadful, when they 
overtake us* 

I shall expect a%w lines frooi )^ou, in aa- 

*See Appendix— Nate 1 9» 
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swer to this ; when I may-^I shaU wMt kin- 
g^oage to express ray gratification ! Bat I 
Cannot conclude without asking a thousand 
pardons, for every thing you may find amiss ; 
and, after earnestly requesting that you wilt 
tioi fail to write, and to direct your letter td 

B , I subscribe myself your 

Most obedientn humble servant^ 
Jind unfeigned friend^ 

Q.B. C 
Miss Jinn M* 



LETTER Iin 

A » May 19^ 

Sir — Agreeable to your promise, and con- 
) trary to my expectation, I have received 

your last bearing date, May 7th. 

h I must confess, sir, that I was much sur- 

11} prised on receiving this letter, from a gen-* 

'• ileman of your appearance; and from one, 

too, who is wishing for an answer to his in^ 

^ genious propositions upon a subject, which 

^ causes roe to blush — and to trembh toiih 

fear while I write ! — I d<5 not recollect, sir^ 

of ever having seen yon but once. You 

were then at my father's house. — And, sir, I 

must confess, too, that 1 have, since that pe« 



a# HYM£NEAI# 

riod, greatly wondered what made me gase 
at you, will) such a degree of masculine im« 
{Mldeuce! But^I am fond to believe^ that 
you will readily overlook every imperfec* 
don of the hhid, when I inform yon, that I 
have seen only fottrieen years of my life /— 
So that the want of experience, wiU, I trost, 
make you fully acquainted with the cause d 
my impertinence. 

Permit me, sir, to make you sensible, that 
I am, s^ present, situated under the benevo- 
lent care of kind and indulgent parents; whose 
displealsur^ I should' excite, were I to concede 
to any proposals of that nature, without 
their approbation. And Jet me humbly en« 
treat you, not to place your *^ect%on$* too 
strongly on me} for, perhaps, the next inter> 
view may excite disgust, rather than heighten 
admiration ! 

You must consider, sir, that I am a poor, 
country girl- — inexperienced, and rendered 
still more contemptible by unforeseen misfor- 
tunes and losses, which my father has had to 
encounter. I kindly thank you for so much 
good advice, as I find contained in your let- 
ters. My father anxiously requests that you 
will call and see hi|n, if consistent with your 
business. 1 must stop Writing; and make 
baste to school, f am. nt. 

Four friend and well'Widier^ 
Jhct. a. A C ANN MARSHALL 
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Buffalo^ Jutie 9. 

Worthy Lady — hong have I remained in 
a state of anxions suspense, wishing to re* 
ceive a reply from her, who occupies the 
highest seat in my mind. Early this mor- 
ning, I came in possession ofthe exhUarating 
sensation ! and find my antiety calmed — my 
soul transported, far beyond the limits of my 
former expectations. 

When I consider your tender age, I am 
truly delighted with the delicacy and reluc«> 
tance which you exhibit, against approving 
the addresses offered yoa by a stranger. Iti^ 
well known that all persons are strangers, un- 
til they become acquainted ; and i have ever 
thought, that a regular correspondence is the 
most ready method, of obtaining an acqtiire- 
nient of this kind» Doubtless before tbi> 
time, you have heard something concerning 
my character ; and I will acknowledge, that I 
have taken the liberty to make some inquiry 
about yours ; which certainly has had a ten* 
dency to promote my affections for you !— 
You beautifully claim the title of lowness of 
rank. Think not, worthy Miss, that I pay 
any regard to present, elevated appearances ; 
of the tVDO^ I tbiyk that / have the bett claim 
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to iuferiority !— ^But allowing that our pres- 
ent circumstances are really ipdigent ; virtu- 
ous principles, exerdsed by industry and ecoo* 
omy, will procure m an elevated rank ntlast. 

Having been recently discharged from tlie 
V' States' Army, li nm now waiting for. a 
Packet that will sail v^iib the first fair wind: 
to Cleavelaiu] ; which is 300 miles frQni:thi9. 
place. There I contemplate on making astand^ 
>or the purpose of attending to the duties o£ 
roy profession.-^But brfore I proceed, conr 
descend, madoni, to grant me pardoo, ubile 
I briefly give you the particulars of ao vn?. 
successful enterprjze ; which terminated iathe 
los3 of the greater parJt of iny emohio^e^otSy 
received in the armv* 

Prompted by rpfittves. which y<ou i$^il]:noti 
urge me at present to make knowin, and hav- 
ing, besides, an arduous desire to become, 
more particularly acquainted with certain, 
characters, w.hose behayjour had excited my. 
feelings into becoming iadignatiou ; on. tbf) 
morning of the lOch ultimo, I, therefore, c^osr 
sed into tl>e Province, of Upper Caintda, and: 
proceeded on hoi'se-back — fully knowings 
that the welcome power, of peace had victo- 
riously triumphed over pernicious hostilities. 
I entered this British territory, however, tm:. 
der the strongest eypectations of being iipn- 
ourably greeted by those men., who had, a. 
Uttle before^ appeared as my. enemies in the 



field ef buttltf ni who tbert bud ^ntaided^ 
witb umif^alled aud^cUy, in behalf of ibeir 
country's eii«9Q !-*^I rodcf on in profomid ie« 
curily ; n^hUe iiftliri]liiig.bre«49 oTdigcomefit^ 
Uew mattering ^rp^nd my yonthCul be»d.«»^ 
I vent directly to Newark ; %heme, to Bur^ 
lington; and thence, ta Anc»»ter, &c- I vUw . 
ted the most of their fortificetioos along the 
leJie, at wbieh pieces I ackoowledgf, witli 
«iuch gretitade, my kind and benevolent 
4f«aCment from the officers : whose velnebl? 
•ccomfdifibments, I thought^ ^ould not be 
eorpasaed by eny of the Rodents id our 
echools of geetility. I also farther gratified 
my curiosity, by visiting Long Point and its 
ibriifications ; and in examining the ruins of 
Dcrver Village^r Which bad been destroyed by 
the Americans* I then retired toan Inn, where 
I made keewn my name td the Landlord^; 
vliQ informed me, that he had been acquaint*- 
ed with my father, and thf^t he bad, several 
years since, sailed with him from Boston to 
Lieerpool. He ^W informed me that, not^ 
withstanding the two nations were now at 
peace with each other, the British flame of 
indignation bad not yet become extingaish^ 
ed t wluch made me feel sensible of my ex* 
positicm to danger. 

On the evening of the second day, after 
my arrival under this hospitable roof, ex- 
tracted from my portmanteau a book, which 
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I hope you have read. It was written by 

Doct M ; and is known by the title of 

" Solitade Sweetened." — ^I retired with it to 
iny appartment above ; and there, in silence 
sat meditating by the side of the eveninf^ 
lamp. But soon I was roused from my sootii- 
ing trance of calm consideration, by a sud- 
den and confused noise, made with heavy 
footsteps upon the stairs, rattling arms, and 
the bursting of my chamber door ; — which 
instantly brought to my view, a British of** 
ficer and five armed men ! He advanced to 
me with that voice of tyranny, which almost 
coagulates my blood, while it passes through 
the veins of liberty ; and pronounced me a 
prisoner ! He delared that I was an ^^Amer' 
icon Spy," supposed to be on a '^ precarioix 
expedition ;" and ii/roediately demanded ray 

fapers ! i rose up; and, with a voice which 
never allowed to faulter through fear, ad- 
dressed him according to tlie best of my abil« 
ities ; roundly stating to him the injustice of 
ihy persecuiion, and utterly refusing to com* 

J)ly with his barbarous requisition, i solemn* 
y declared, that rather than deliver him a 
$ingle paper^ I would subject myself to the 
most painful imprisonment. He, perceivinf 
my fixed resolution, more calmly repliedt 
that *^ the duties of his mission, then, com- 
pelled him to escort me under arms before 
one of bis Msyesty's members of ^vernment^ 
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to take the aath qf allegianeey or dsefo be 

t^mmiiied ta prison for examination,^^ By 

this time, tbe house bad become sarrounded 

with unprincipled refugees ; whose during 

. oaths and terrific threats made my Landlord 

^ trenable with fearful apprehensions, for the 

safety of his property. And " my papers^ 

they must and ^ere detern^ined to have) at 

<fte very risk of their lives /" — But my goodf 

X^andlord became respoilsible for me till the 

next day. The crazy mob, on bearing this 

mformatioQ> appeared to disperse. 

The next day it was agreed, that i should 
leave the Province, without further molesta- 
tioo* After heartily thanking my kind Land- 
lord and generous benefactor, artd after ta- 
king my fkrewell of htm } I mounted my 
horse, and rode about forty miles without 
halting. On coming up, in the dusk of the 
evening, ,to a tavern, and seeing nch servant 
at the door ;' I immediately dismounted, left 
my borse fastened to a post, and entered the 
house in search of the Landlord. In a few 
moments after, much to my astonishment, my 
horse was missing ! We made every exer- 
tion to detect the thief; but without success. . 
Thus, ahcs ! altboagh a large reward ha» 
been oflh^ed by the hifmone Landlord^ my 
horse, saddle, bridle, portmaBteau, money, 
clothes and, some vahiable papers, have nev- 
er yet been beard of. We sapposed that the 
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hofse mast have been mketi, by one oi disf 
vUlainofia mob ;. trho Had probably puravMl 
roe in <li$gaise; with the rasealiy ialebfiM^**^ 
Aftef all thh, with osly five^ guineas in tuy 
pocket, which I had luckily saved | I left 
tiiose beliisb fieldft of disappoiotmeiiti aod 
travelled with all possible ${^^d for tbe plftiaa 
of liberty! 

1 am tiow, madam^ $oM to embark upoti 
another enterprize. Ere long you wtU hear 
from lae again. Atid after saying liiatl 
sincerely hope, the Almtgh^ Power will pre^ 
serve us titi we sbJi meet togetheri I will 
venture td subscribe myself, 
Tour Ufffeign$d t^^^^Vf- 
Wm wisher tmiffieni^ 

«ARss Ann M- 
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Bmnks of Lake Eri$^ June 3%. 
Worthy HadanH-A constant inclination 
and a favourable opportunity, induce me, 
Mce notore, to fulfil to you iny engagement 
On the morning of the 15tb inst, according 
CO eitpectatioti, I embarked on board of the 
sefaoo&er P^na. . ' 
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Behold 'the youthful mariner, while the 
trelcome breeze Hew gently from tlie east, 
Bgain embarking upon the tide ofansuccess* 
iol experiments I-^-A tranquilizing hope for 
success, dissipated allfeair tif approaching^ j 
danger. 3Qt our pleasant gaie was soo* ,1 
tonverted into a most threatning temper 
i^'iiich suddenly immersed our vessel in the ro 
ling billowfe. She contained abotit forty pv j 
Bengers. Paint to yourself, ifyoucan, th 1 

dreadful constematioti at this dismal hoi * 

— Behold weeping, distressed oioihers' .; 
Hear the screams of frighted children '. 

While, in humble subntission and ain; . 

drenched with the dashing waters, the Cht 
ian fathers are pleading for salvation ! — I \ 

sorrowful indeed!- — Hark! and hear 
chilling oaths, flowing from the lips of' 
liardehed sailor !! 1 

At break of day, on the morning of 
I6\h, the tempest abated ; when we disc v 

ed oar vie^ssel fast driving upon some a\ \ 

rocks, which threatened inevitable destr r 
tion. But, fortnnately^by the unanimo ,♦ 
though weak exertions of the weary ere * ^ 
we effected ouir escape ; and, in a few day ^i 
safely arrived to our destined port* 

l had contemplated, as I told you in my 
last, to make a stand ait C  ^ ■■■^; but upon 
mj arrival at that place, my- expectations 

9 
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were blasted. In fact, the inducements tbere 
were not sufficient,. to allow me a livelihood 
with contentment. Hence, like an exile un* 
. bappy, I departed ;, walked Ady miles over 
^ Erie's lonely shoee ^ asd came t9< tbi» prace; 
^ (which is at present very sickly,) where I 
^ «xpeet through tiie goodness of God to.p»- 
^^ main and {prosper. Nearly five hundred 
^^ aniles is the distance,^ that separates us at 
^^f presenU^ My mind performs the journey 
j^^fteii.. In vain have I endeayonred U> retain 
I ,^it*. wjthiiB tbe walls of iis habitatioa.. 1 have 
^g|iniick to ^ay— and pardon me,, my youitg 
<lj^^iend, if i conjufe yoa by all that is* glori- 
3„|OUs, to polish; that beautifiil disposition of 
(h^ourSy with, those useful intellectual accom*' 
ijj^Rshments, for which yoa so vekemently 
thirst Notwithstanding your unfavourable 
llj^in^atioii. for opportuniciies of this nature, I 
oy^now.you wilt not fell fat behind any young 
i^fu|lis^ies of your age. . All those young fe-- 
^^^nuales, wba feel inclined to m^kke a shining 
;^^ anici elegaiu appearance in the world, should 
I * possess every possible advantage of improve- 
' meotf while it makes no difference with one^ 
who is otherwise inclined : for let her op- 
poptanities be ev«r so great, she will never 
make much progress in knowkdge. I would 
recommepd, for your perusal, some valua- 
" ile books^ut, I iear^ I ^iiould not do^u67 
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tiee to that judgement, which is ii6t inferior 
tinto mine.— 

I find myself almost overpowered with a 
ruling passion, that I ooce thonght had never 
existed ! — ^You mast not blame me, madam, 
when I confess, that I am imperceptibly 
drawB iiito the silken web of love, by the 
bewitching blandishments of yoar loveljr 
person!— I shall wait with impatience— bo* 
ping that you will write immedis^teiy after the 
reception of this letter* Permit me to flatter 
myself, that we shall, even in Oar youth, so 
behave, as to be ap ornament to oar friends; 
so behave^ as that the gratifjnng and lastingf 
sensations arising from tt, may prove a com* 
fort to us in old tge. Therefore, madam, rest 
certain of my unchangeable love ; and please 
to assure yourself, that I will he yours, to 
serve^ love and honour till death ! 

as. c 

MU» Jinn Jit- 



LETTER VL 

Janmry 29. • 
Worthy Madam — When I consider the 



* It if leven long monthi lin^e the date «f 
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degree of liberty which I have t^]ken with 
v6{i| fear enters iny mind; and t ^m often 
fed to believe, that unnecessary boldness has 
been the cause of my lengthy disappoint-; 
xnent. But without reaoluiiont it ^il| spn^e-. 
times be impossible to act agreeahlQ to lh(. 
dictates of light reason and virtue.. And it 
the resolution, (which had been excited by 
tmiatioMf that are needless to repeat) has. 
proceeded so far, as tointrude upon the just 
rujes of politeness; then, certainly, I am 
cmlpable, and roust request par4on from her, 
whom I have offended ! 

After mgr arrival at this place, ) nfa^e. use 
of the first opportunity to write, and send 
you cptnmumoatioQs: but O, with disap-. 
pointed regret mingled with sorrow, I have 

I received no answer! Wishing, therefore, to 
know the ctmseof your neglect, and to hear 
of your welfare are inducements, wbich en- 
courage n^e now to write to you again. — - 

' Answer me frankly^y a«d make known to me 
the true cause — the relation af which will 
relieve me from the most painftil apprehen- 
sions ! 

Since I last wrote to you, \ have been 
confioed to ^ s^^H bed, more than sixty days. 
But when I consider, how far I am d^ily er- 

the b'\i letter: narety! what meanelh all Ibit 
prterastination P The Editor. 
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ring from toy duty ; I vtat ted to believe, that 
my afflictions are justly deserved. — O, may 
we both see the evil of'^ oar wsiys, and flee 
from the paths of vice ! Being in the great- 
est haste, madam, I must subscribe aiydelf 
Tow unfeigfUd friend. ' 



LETTER VH, 

M ' I March t4i^ 
Dear Sir*-^! received your charming let?* 
ter yesterday; and mu^t try to make a replir 
cratioQ to it this evening.T— My jnind is im- 
pressed with so many different emotions, that 
I am scarcely qualified for expressing to you, 
what I u'ould wish. — But nevertheless, I 
most gladly congratulate you, in the first 
place, upon the return of your health ; and 
sincerely hope, that your past " afHictions'* 
will be spiritually sanctified unto you for 
your good. 

The " cause of my neglect,f* sir, in not 
^Bswering your letter, dated June 29th, I 
will "^awWy" mafie known to you, accor- 
ding to your request i-r— and I think you can 
have no reason to blame me, as we are both 
ferufj)?! strangers to each other, — 3ome 
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time last Fall, Doct A. B^ was at this place ; 
and informed me, Ibat he was well acquaint- 
ed wkh you and your character; and advis- 
ed me, by all meansi to discontinue any fur* 
tker earrespondeoce with you :-->'' as yon 
were a person of bad r^pjutation and corrupt 
morals !'' And, furtbermoj^ he said, ^* that 
you were making your ad^eses to a young 
lady, at B ; and that your views to- 

wards me were dishonourable!"* — ^This, sir, 
he told me :— and some others feeling dissat- 
isfied with vou, on account of such a report ; 
I deemed it prudent to let the matter drop, 
and think of you no more. — NotwithstandioQ^ 
I had written an answer to your last, before 
the arrival of Doct. B. I found it expedient 
to commit it to the flames ! And not having 
heard from you in so long a time, I had con- 
cluded that yoar 'afi'ections' were grown 
coldj or that you were united to the above 
lady. 

But when I consider the unmerited respect, 
which you have been pleased to show me, I 
am again prompted by the laws of politeness, 
to comply with your late reasonable requisi- 
tion. 1 have not, in doing so, the least in- 
teniion of wounding your feelings ; nor do I 
wish you to think me impertinent, for writing 
to you these particulars- of my neghcU 

*See Appendix— Note 20. 
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And, »ir, kt me ailre^t you again, not td 
place yoar * affections' too firmly on me ; a^ 
yon may, perhaps, be disappointed by a per- 
sonal acquaintance. Perchance my behav* 
iour^ or conversation, will not be agreeable 
to yoQ ) as 1 have h^ hrovght up at \ome I 
Tet, nevertheless, I anticipate the hour of 
teeing you ; and wish you K {rfeasant gale, in 
whatever course ^ou may steer through life« 
The evening is far advanced, sir, and 1 
n Msi conclude by inserting myseifi 
y' Your wtU^wuhtr and fri^nd^ 
% ANNM. ^*  
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HuTon^ May IT. 
Dcjr Friend — ^Yesterday I received your 
endearing epistlei and in the evening attempt 
ted to make a reply ; but scarcely had I 
seated myseff for the purpose, before a mes« 
senger came, who was the cause of turning 
my anticipated pleasure into arduous toil.-*^ 
I have just returned from my long and tedi- 
ous visit; and now, with much cheerfulness, 
resume the pursuit of my former iaclitlation^ 
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I thank you kin^y, madam, foi^ giving iM 
a description of that obstructing evU^ nvhicb I 
iiad suspected, was eudeavouriug to blast my 
future happiness. jNp gentleman, in my pre'* 
$mce, will dare attempt to even insinuate^ 
Ihat I have offered my respects to any oihep 
person, since I .opened this correspondence 
with you : except, so far as I deemed it ne- 
cessary and prudent, to support the sincere 
laws of politeness. But when I see a man 
striving to wear the roquelaure^ of gentility^ 
and, at the same time, destitute of every gar- 
ment of bumaaity ; I consider it my duty to 
treat him with that contempt, which his ua* 
friendly — his dastardly conduct has'merited i 
-Think not, worthy lady, that 1 am yet st^er-* 
log towards revenge : for a revengeful di^o^ 
sition is as dreadful to society, a& it is burden- 
some to itself. It is, in fact, the whirlwind 
of the soul, which, while one is under its do- 
minion, completely resembles a fury ! 

But to proceed Having heard tliat Dr^ 

B had been to A , I performed a 

journey to Cleaveland, for the expiess pur- 
pose of gaioing some information concerning 
you. But on my, aptival there, I soon learn- 
ed» that he had gone to visit a £riend, living 
one hundred miles distant. And entertain- 
ing the most painful suspicion, I was deter- 
mined, not to return,^ without some satisfac- 
tion. I, therefore, was very inquisitive with 



Mrt. B i during wfaicb^ I perceived 

the exaiperattng smite of deceit pass over her 
delicate countenance* At length, I plainly 
told her, that i believed the Dr. and his 
brother, v^ere endeavouring to blast my bright' 
«8l expectations i At this, knowing that I 
was spirited) she became alarmed for the 
safety of her unworthy partner ; and, to ap- 
pease me, faiUiftilty promised to write imme- 
diately to you, ana learn the cause of my 
not having so long received any letters.— 
But, my dear friend, you have, in your last, 
corroborated my suspicion ; for wMch, I have 
reason to thank you« I am ready to give 
all the inhabitants of this earth, full liberty 
to mention every thing, which they know 
respecting my dutfa^etp if they will but speak 
the truth. 

I am now, madaro^ mueb engaged in 
basineis; and if I consult my secular in- 
terest) I shall be prohibited from seeing you 
this season, I have nfuch more to say ; but 
will only add, that I sincerely hope, you wiU 
continue to obey the go^d counsel^ of your 
parents, to whom I wish to be remembered .$ 
and muit conclude, by again assuring you, 
that i am your friend, 

Jind will forever be your humbie servant, 

* Miss Aim Mi"'^. 

18 
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©car Sir — I should iU deserve that friend- 
Ship, with which you have been pleased to 
honour roe, were I not to improve the earliest 
f»pportanity of acknowledging the receipt of 
3'our very agreeable favour, which came to 
iiand yesterday ; and quite unexpected!}' too, 
as I had thought it highly probable, that I 
should never hear from you again. But I 
perceive, sir^ that genuine friendship Is not to 
i)e shaken ; although our enemies may do 
their worst I 

Since I wrote 3'ou my last, I have passed 
many serious und unhappy hours, occasion- 
ed by the unfriendly reports which i have 
bad, respecting you, frp^m persons who pre* 
tend to be intimately acquainted with yo^. 
•One in particular, a gentleman of my ac- 
quaintance, s«ys, that be has frequeiitly con- 
versed with you upon the subject of our cor- 
itjspondence; that you expressed yourself in 
a very ungenthmari'like manner concerning 
me ; that '^ your letters were only meant, as 
-ii piece of sport for yourself;" and that, **if 
you should ever chance ^o come this way, 
you woold call 3 and, if possible^ perpetrate 



m deecC^ too korriile Jbrmeio mention /—If 
this, sir^ has ever been your laoguage, yov 
inii8t knew where^ and to whom^ it was spo- 
lieo ; but if it htui nQt^ let it be obliterated from 
om memoi^sf. — O, sir, can you not have 
some idea from Uiis, what the situation of 
Hiy mind has been* Indeed, I have actually 
tbougbt, that if it were possible you could 
entertain iuch an opinion o£ me ; or tbat I 
myself bad encouraged a step, which was 
leading rae^on to tour my future felicity, and 
blast the hajppiness of my beloved parents, 
in their declining years ; I say, if n^A could 
possibly be the case, I have most earnestly 
prayed, that the brittle thread of my exis* 
tence might be clipped^ and an end, at once, 
put to our future mueries ! 

But again, when I consider what jjt mix* 
iure of gall there is, in every cup we drink } 
1 cannot help looking forward with pleasure 
to that daiff which shall clear our paths from 
all obstructions, and change our present, 
painful anxieties into peace and happiness ! 
1 cannot but feel considerably interested for 
the person, who has treated me, thus far, with 
such unmerited politeness ; and hope it will 
yet be in my power to reward him, as it de-* 
serves. 1 shall endeavour to pass those hours, 
that may be allotted us, during oar separa* 
lion, in a manner as beneficial as possible : 
which will be principally ait school. 1 gre« 
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fume you can easily ^covcr, rfr, that there 
h great need of my accumulating a lo^er 
itock of education. 

I enjoy myself sometimes very well witfi at 
ftw chosen friends $ among wbpm are the 
Mo M is^ L "S. They both present their 
c6m pUments to you. * We have a fine' socie- 
ty or young people herew SmM assemblies 
are frequent ; ami agreeably condacted, with 
pleasing conversation and harmless amnse* 
ments. But an absent, better friend^ sir^ 
often renders them cold and indifferent to 
me i-^l roust draw to a c1ose.<-*-Arter asso^ 
ring you of my inviolable constancy, 1 re* 
main as ever. 

Four true and faithful friend ^ 

ANN M. 
Boct. 6. B. C . 



LETtER X 

Batiks of Lake Brie, Jun^ ta. 

Dear and Kind Girl — It is with pleasure 
beyond description, that I announce to you 
the reception and joyous perasalof yovr'last 
charming letter, which within one hour has 
come to hand. I delay not one single 
moment to answer it. 
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Could yo«, madam, only imagine the con* 
ilicting sensations of my wounded and throb- 
bing mind, I am ready to think, that your 
goodness, extended on the wings of humani« 
ty,^ would cause yon to fly to my relief !--* 
Were it possible for the power of utterance, 
to reveal the soft emotions of my soul ; the 
fond anxiety, the glowing hopes, the chil- 
ling fears, that Tule my breast by turns ; I 
should need no other witness than this sheetf 
to evince to voa the parity and ardour of that 
flame, whicn yo«r pharms have kindled !— - 
But, alas ! 1 am inspired with conceptions, 
that no language can convey. I am trans* 
ported with desire !-^distracted with doubts ! 
— »tortured with impatience ! 

And on the other band, the flame of ex* 
asperation blaies with indignation towards 
inveterate enemies— *en6mt6«, who make use 
of every opportunity, during my absence, to 
communK^xe falsehood i When a man com- 
mits such an injury as this on me, let the 
difference of rank between us be ever s(^ 
great ; if he be a mam whose influence shall 
be entitled to sufficient respect, 1 am content- 
ed to wave the privilege of my superiority, 
and seek reparation from him on equal terms. 
i consider it an atrocious crime, to misrep- 
reseoit and blacken any man*t charocter ; 

« The daring villain who shouM aioii . 
Te blast a fair aad spoUeti aame-^ 
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He steals a precioos g^em awajf 
8teali what he never ean rep*y V^ 

Those things, dear, madam, that have 
been sounded in your ears, are base, slander-* 
ous and false :— I positively know that { ne- 
ver have even communicated my attachment 
for you to any one j except to Mrs. B, to my 
brother, and to a youn^ gentleman living here 
ifvith me. Let any ptan, y?h'o is a man, tell 
me, that I have -spoken disrespedfuUi/ of you ; 
and I will soon give him an opportunity, of 
expressing his opinion in ^aoe2 e(;rrne;^ res- 
pecting me { Do not, my dear friend, let 
those evil insinuations disturb yon. Do not 
let them mar your peace } nof cause you any 
trouble. And whatever your views are in 
fnarrying, take ev^ry precaution to prevent 
their bem'g disappointed : as your happiness 
in this world, and perhaps hi the next, der 
pends much upon the choicp, which you 
make of a husband^ It is a maxim prudent- 
ly laid down, that '^ love is not to begin on 
the part of the females ; but depends entirely 
upon our attachment to them."* 

Pardon me, my young friei\di i'* I should 
attempt to offer j»ou, a ftw \yordsof cpunselr . 

Let religion through life be your principa} 
theme, so that when you come to die, li may 
be well with you* 



•^See Appendix-^Note 2L 



\ 



• 
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l^ben yoti sre vtt scliool, and when you 
have leistire hours at home, nrake every ef* 
$drt yoti Can, 'V> receive benefit from such 
kapo^taiil adv^iHages ^ and be convinced, 
that the cuUivatiion of yoMr mind) will highly 
emak yon in the estimation of m^. 

Let your friends be fc^, and .well chosen. 
Be kind and obedient toyoi^r parents ; give 
honour to the aged ; and. remember, (should, 
your life be prolonged,) that those beautifol 
curls of yours, will yet be converted into 
gray locks : which I hope will come to the 
grave, like a shock of corn fully ripe. Be 
condescending and aJSectiottate to yoor broth- 
ers and sisters. And if 3'ou are possessed 
of pride J banish it at .once,* . 

While I have been at this place, I have 
wished not to be thought singular, i have, 
therefore, attended a few insipid amusements : 
such as plays, dancing parties, &c. But I 
can truly say, that I have taken no pleasure 
in them. My mind has always been absent : 

<* The futal fthafts UBsrriDg mevei 

I hew before thioe attar^ love: 

I feel tby soft, resistless flame 

Glide swift) ibrough. i»II 01; fitat frame* > 

Condemned (0 norse eferh;il eare, 
And ever draft tbe silent t6ar$ 



See Appendlx-^Note 22. 
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Uoheard, I nioqrfi — uaknowD, I tigb ; 
Unfriended, live— uapitied, die V\ 

-But, my diear frieiKi, 



$hou]d it be permitted by tl^ bountiful Giver 
of all things, I shall be at your father's bouse 
before long* Please to present my sincere 
compliments, to those young ladies whom 
you mentioned ; and be assured of my res- 
pect for all the rest, with whom you think 
proper to associate. 

I am your true friend^ 
Jlnd humble serva fit, 

U. B. C 



^MM< 



LETTER XL 

A  % Jvdy 3. 
. Dear Sir— Being once more permitted to 
peruse one of your pleasing and instructive 
letters, I cannot repay to you my present ob- 
ligations in any other manner better, than by 
improving the present opportunity of an- 
swering it. 1 am very sorry, when I reflect 
that I have ever had any occasion to wou nd^ 
your feelings, by relating toyou the conduct d^ 
oiir most cruel foes; who i now perceive ^^j^ 
been prompted to report evil against yo^ 
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Hoping thereby to promote their own unwel- 
come intentions. This subject, indeed, has. 
been to me the cause of many unhappy hours ! 
But i shall strive to bK>t it from my memo* 
ry, and let future prospects only occupy my 
mind. 

When for a moment I sometimes cherish a 
hope, and then turn my eyes and view my* 
self and my sitaation, 1 am truly astonished, 
that a gentleman of your appearance, and 
of your education, should consider me wor- 
thy of his regard. I am now under the age 
of si&teen, surrounded with a tempting, dan* 
gerous and busy world ; but, notwithstand* 
ing so many waters roll, and so many monn* 
tains raise their lofty beads between us, per* 
mit me, sir, to look on you as a <* cofijiden* 
tialfriend.^^ 

1 shall patiently wait, sir, the fulfilment of 
your appointment. There is something iq 
our long expected meeting, that fills my 
mind with a mixture of joy and reverential 4k 
awe ; but I flatter myself, however, that il ''■ 
proceeds only from a childish whim ! 

Dear Sir — I tender you my sincere and 
hearty thanks, for so.mueh good advice as I 
find contained in your letters. It has ma^e 
deep, and I hope lasting impressions on ny 
mind. 

With respect U^ my vif ws in " marryinjfy^ 
sir, I must say, tkat I have never suflereo my* 
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9e1f to dwell laiKh^ upon a subject of &o high 
importance. " Why ?" Because 1 w» 
idoubtful of my ability, to render myself % 
^i^rce of h9{)^ness to il>e geutleman, vhon 
1 should admire, and who might single me 
out as his partner for life. But I shall ever 
pray for merit to deserve your kindness, aud 
your decided preference. 1 am satisfied that 
your mteotipns towards me are good. Tou 
really appear to roe, as one of the wisest and i 
test of men — ^nor will you be otherwise, 
while virtue is your leading star, and hoiioar { 
your guide. — ^I^owever you may apply the 
following short lines, I shall rt^eat them-* ; 

«« This glorious* wish I freely/ g#f«| 
Andtikke eouragebj the ivay, 
While we in lexpaetation lite, 
Aod long to see the day !'' 

The evening is far advanced, air, and I 
must draw to a dose. But I must not for- 
get to solicit your pardon,** for usin£ so much { 
familiarity-^ii beiiig the in\pul8e o7 the pas- 
sing moment. Should you. consider these 
broken remarks worthy of a letter, ypuinsy) 
if you please, make it maiufest by writi^J 
very soon. I remain, as «ver, 
four aj^actionatefrimd^ 

ANN M- 
Doct. G. B. C 



t 
t 
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N. B. It will not be improper here to 
make a short digressiouj in order to pre- 
vent a mystery, which we expect would oth- 
erwise dwell upon the reader's mind. 

The Doctor, having been apprized that a 
terrible storm was gathering at the eastward, 
and fearing, every moment, that the unjust 
torrent would burst upon his youthful head, 
found it, therefore, absolutely necessary to 
travel about 600 miles, for the purpose of 
having a further investigation. A cruel, un- 
friendly Uncle of his by adoption, whose pos- 
sessions had been estimated at about 40,000 
dollars, acted to him the base part of a bar- 
barous tyrant. On arriving near the enxl of 
his journey, he found this uncle confined in 
prison ; and represented as a candidate for 
the Penitentiary. And, alas, no sooner wa$ 
the Doctor's arrival promulgated, than he 
was, by the cruel order of his uncle, arres- 
ted among strangers ; and without justice or 
mercy, plunged headlong into prison I He 
was now ii|ider the painful necessity of con- 
Unuing in this solitary situation, tintil he 
could send 100 miles for sufficient Bail. — '- 
Capt. C— — , formerly of the 25th Re^'t. fa- 
voured him with a few books, and an instrii* 
roent of music, &c. with which to amuse 
himself dulS^i; the interval. Soon after day- 
light, on ihi^^ morning of the thirteenth day 
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df bis ill- treatment) bis Bail arrived; and^dtr- 
ying that period of confineoHeat, the two»fi>&- 
fewiag letters were writteow 



xir. 



Dear Madam — I last addressed you from » 
distant climei where I was basking in the 
sunshine of peace and pr-osperity. I now 
address you from the inmost ref:ess, of a dark 
and solitary prison ! My uncle is determin- 
ed to #ound my ambition, by confining my 
person. His account is unjt^t] his assertions' 
are false ; his dispqsition is harharous ; and 
His person is now confined in the next ajpart- 
mentw 

What shall' t say l And how shall 1 con*^ 

sole you! What will you think? And what 

Will be said !^ — If your afiections for me cease 

JO exist, while lam bearing the burden of 

oppression, then, Happiness', adieu forever !. 

My disposition advisee me to weep oat 
^e remnant of my days, in this lonely place, 
rather than to pay a debt which is not due^ 

^p " ' ' ' But, alas, I must stop? 

writing,— for the silly tears have got posses-^ 



letters; hi 

[ fiiom tft my eye-sigbt !  > Adien 1 — I am 



Four afflicted friend n 



G. B. C 
Miu dnn M- 



LETTER XIII. 

A ^, Jkfy 81* 

My Dear Friend — ^I hastily «e»e the pre* 
sent momeDt to write a few lines, to cheer yoil 
in your painful confinement. I should have 
written sooner ; bat was noi permitted. My 
tears are unceasing, and tremble on nay 
cheeks i 

Dear Friend— Are there none to pour in- 
to your wounded heart, the balm of conso- 
lation f Rest assured, sir^ that you have 
one friendj who feels the weight of your af- 
flictions ! 

Do not consider it degrading to your un- 
spotted reputation, to be cast into prison by 
an unprincipled wretch^ who has been ^ur 
times indicted for false swearing ! Think not, 
sir, that your misfortunes can cause any di- 
minution of my esteem. I shall prevail on 
my £&ther to call and see you this evening* 



■*. 
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V Please to accept of these incoherent lines, as 
a token of respect from 

Four disconsolate friend^ 

ANN M. 
Boet. Q. B. C 



LETTER XIV. 

Saturday Mornings Jug, 9. 

' Dear and Kind Ffiend — What can give us 
a more brilttant example ofyaiM/uZne^s, thao 
scenes like this ! It calls to mind, that the 
day of prosperity f is the time to Collect friends ;^ 
and the hour of adversity to try ihem. 

My pondering imagination, since yester* 
da3% madam, has nearly convinced me, that 
I actually saw you in town ! You doubtless 
know, that I Am confined* from you, much 
against my inclination. Hence I flatter my* 
self, that your good understanding will pre- 
vent you from thinking my request to be an 
improper one, if I should ask you to call at 
Mr. M -'s Inn, and see me as soon as 



* Upon the " ZtmiV now ; for his Bail 
arrived in a few days, after his close confine** 
ment. 
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convenient. Be acGompanied, if you please ^ 
by some female friend. This from » 
Four humble servaut in trouble n 

a BC 



N. B. Here, again, we must make an ex- 
plicit digression,— The next day, an inter- 
view took place between tlie parties. The 
circumstances of it, were truly uncommon^ 
Here they spoke to each other, for the first 
time verbally ; although they had conversed 
together, in letters, nearly two years ! T(ie 
in^eting was as solemn, as the event was sin- 
gular. Tears of grief und aiTection, bespoke 
the feelings of each heart ! And the pros- 
pect of approaching joy, tended to exhilarate 
every benumbed sensation : for the advai^** 
cing houf of emancipation^ was inevitably 
soon to subdue the power of painful captivity! 

To prevent an explansttioni SQme where 
else, we will farther statte, that se vers^l respectr 

5ible gentlemen of A rr^^ knowing the in-r 

justice of the Doctor's persecution, kindly 
interceded and obtained for him a seat in 
the Academy, as its Teacher. In this Insti^ 
tution, h$ g.ave universal satisfaction to hia 
employers, much to the mortification, of hh 
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enemies* Daring his continuance tn this de- 
lightful situation, he wrote several pieces 
against his enemies, and against the oppress 
sive laws. They were inserted in some of 
the weekly Newspapers, under the facetious 
signature of *^ County Lounger." He coa- 
tinued their Principal here six months ; du- 
ring which period, the following letters were 
written. 



LETTER XV, 

August 2DL 
Pear Friend— 

Ofall the millioDft ia ibis world eoofest, 
Toq are the truest, wisest aod the best. 
Mo wild emotion must your comfort cease, 
And from your bosom dri^e the angel --peace ; 
^or vako desire e*er tempt your thoughts anew. 
While I preserve this genuine Iwe for you. 

Come sweetest Beauty, oo the car of time. 
And view with me the world, from citme to cliHie ? 
Thy witty mind would evVy wild explore ; 
Trace evVy wave ; and scroti uists the shore : 
On Erie^s hanks where villains stesti along. 
And Tuikish Indians chant a dismal song ; 
Where human fiends on midnight errauds walk. 
And bathe In blood the miird'rom Tomabawk; 
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TImra niglii onr flocks io fpadous paiUiref ttrasr* 
And there oar ebepherdiilaDce at op'oing day: 
JLnA if coattnt, wiUi lo?e and friendsbip blest, 
Choald tweet enotiooi cbam osr youthfiil breiit $ 
And^ ai we gave each wild idea scope, 
Jjook to aew Joyt witli KBOvated hope* 

How iwifily iBy the rapiures of o«r prime i 
Swept by the teoipest of deftroyiDg tioie ! 

X*er since that crtel Uncle aiif'ry gave , • 
IVe sigb'd for you, aod wish'd hitt in the grave. 
Ah, wretched wnmdreU oil ^^Cma solid trutr 
Stao'd up, and spealc lilce them, ageinst a youth ? 
They surely Ikjoow, that he no wrong has dooe ; 
His mother mourns for her oobappy son «** 
Will nothertortur'd bosom throb still more, 
When ihe reflects on his good name before f 

But dear bbmbiibbahcb! thy sweet loothlni 

powV, 
WiBg'd with delight confinement's lingering hour \ 
And the clear spring, that runs from yonder cell| 
Silly bespolLe Avii'^ virtpes as it fell ! 
Sach magic iofluence mehes the coward brave t 
Gives eau^ to aognish ; frt$dimy to the slavey 

And O ! when icy death approacl^es near. 
And bids life's transient visions disappear ; 



*Only his wemUM. Well might he express tfce teig. 
g^r of ihe Bard, when be exclaimed : 

** Onr foes by earth and heav'n abhorred, 

•lis OndWiiks t» OBfbeath the sword 1"— BOtTQ^* 
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'When o'er my eyes the deadly symptomi spread^ 
Aod alt Ih' atluremeoU of this world ere fled.; 
lUl ID your goodness greater vinoes trace, * 
Than fair exertions, or than deeds of grace : 
For you, alooe, with yoar eonsoling pow'r, 
Can chase the terrors of tbatftwfat boar ; 
Fram ctaill despair the strog'liog spirit sare. 
And whisper happinea beyond the grave 1 

* G. B. 
Miss Ann J^'— — « 



LETTER XVI. 

StpUmber 5* 
Honoured Madam*^ 

He is a fool who de^ms it— shame, 
Upon the wall to write his name ; 
Wlien CbiUlfiood's Journey he had run. 
The days of Manhood then begun : 
I left my borne with discontent, 
Alas ! on youthful pleasures bent ; 
My pride was great, but power small, 
I smii'd on one, and laugh'd at all : 
. So when I ctimb'd the stage of life, 
LookM round the world to find a wife ! 

flarlc ! from the battlement of yonder tower. 
The solemn bell proclaims the midnight hour : 

Rous'd from bis Tisions of distemperM eteepi, 

A poor youth wakes in solitade to veeep i 



I 
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'* Ctsue memory t cease,'' thai yoailiful lover cry'd, 
** To probe my botom-^too severely try'd ; 
** But never cease my pensive thoughts to stray, 
**To Ava's deligbtfttl cottage far away." 

Then ardent hope gave mude to bis mind ; 
TttnM all her cbarmf, and told bim she was kind! 
How could be 'ceasci while glowM the vital ilamci 
In rapt'rous sighs to speak bis CHarmei^t name^ ? 
He beard her spirit wail in ev'ry storm ; 
In midnight shades be view'd her passing form : 
Bnt as' his heart sat smiling o'er the plan, 
He wept ; and curs'd the day that life began !— 
Tbo't from her breast, both love and shelter throwd 
—And wander'd heartless, friendless and alone I 
While in despair, and thus without a friend, 
She did, at last, one cheering letter sead I 

Delightful idols of the courtly train. 
Could you^^ ! could your feelings guess the pain ? 
lie then was far from borne, and young, and coy ; 
He sigh'd, be pray 'd, and wept for pensive joy ; 
And soon as evening's darkness cfos'd the day, 
He straight into his chamber found the ^ay ; 
Hoping to cure this pain^ or ease its smart, 
By breathing out the secrets of his faeart^: 
Alas ! he bad to weep, and mourn, and sigh 
There aU a/one-*-except tbe lamp was by. 

But when bis pen he raised Co employ, 
He beard again a sound of heav'nly joy ; 

And thus be thought he beard ibe Angtl say : 

" Come GiLBEBT ! come now, wipe those tears 

away"— 
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Cone bristly wafilos tkrongh the f^ooai, 
|iik« beftv'oly peaon above I 

^ooe ceo, bat yoo, a eharm loipart, 
To Mx>the my youtbfal woe ; 

For grief lies beev^y od my heart. 
And tears begin to flow I 

O* B, C— •. 



LETTER 3tVllL 

The following letter was wifUttn (6t^ 
«nd occnpied a corner of a Gazette, signed 
Tuus Amicus. Many unavailing endeav* 
pars were made^ to discover the real Author^ 
till, at length, the scruUnizing eye of ima- 
gination, removed the mystery beyond ^ 
doubt* 

OW THE OHOIOE OV A WIFE* 

Mdressed to J^nn, 

Did yon ask me, dear lladam> whatySorC of a wife^ 
Could gain and secure my aJfttHonz for life ? ' 
The question^t ioiportant, and oqe I caa vow, 
I never have serioaflly thought of till now ! ' 
But yet on the subject Fll try to express, 
3lf y notions arraog'd ii| nmplieity's dreif« 
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With respect to ber nge, I would choose it between, 
Sedate twenty one, and vivacious eighteeo ; 
Or suppose it three leasons below or above,— 
A very few years should not alter my Ipve. 

Let herperson the medium height have attainM ; 
Liet ber mo/ioni be 'graceful, ber shape uarestrainM ; 
Her deporimenl adroit, unaffected and free ; 
Complaisant to all men, hai partial to me ! 

*Tii not love's sweetest eyes my affections can wio» 
Nor darling complexion, tbe teiot of the skin ;— 
Though tbe lilly and rose on her face are display M, ' 
I Ikoow Itllies will droop, and that roses will fade; 
If, tlierefore» she is brown, or encbantingly fair, 
Or has blacli or blue eyes, not a fig do I care I 

Let ber countenance health and good temper bespeak. 
And tbe pure blush of modesty glow on ber cheek ; 
Let her eweet ruby lips the soft accaits impart, 
Of friendship sincere as it flows from the heart ; 
And ber whole conversation those pleasures dispense, 
TFhich result from good-breeding, and native good 
sense. 

Althoogb fasbioo apd gaiety prompt ber to roam^ 
t^ei judgment and taste make ber happy at borne t 
Tliere conscious of ionocenee, free from all care, 
With thoughts pure as light, and elastic as uif* 
Let domestic enjoyments her ftiocy engage, 
Ao^ good humour and prudintr, kce|> pace with bar 

age; 
By tbe virtues sublime belief actjons refinM, 
And hi honour eradiate ber well iji^ffaed 
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Infine* to concentrate her charms in one vtcw^ 
I am sure sbe would please, if exadty like yvu I v • 

Te powerF« who preside o^er the fate of maDHio^t 
If «MC/i a Companion for 019 is desigu'tl; 

tell me what town now possefises the fair : 
On the pinions of love through the bofiom of air, 

1 woiild crofts (he wide ocean amid dread alarms. 
And fly to surrender my soul to her charms 1 

TUUS AMICUS^. 



I.ETTER XIX. I 



For tht Gazette. 



ON THE eilOlOB OF A HUSBJtKD.^ ; 



^iddressed to Tuus, jImjcus, j 

i>id you ask If tlie thing to my choice were si|hmiite<|, 
l>ear ^ir, how I wi^h in a man to be lilted ? 
1 will answer you freely, and beg you to mind him ; 
Voi^r fiiendbhip perha|>s may assist me to find him. 

^lis age and covdiii^ must first be consider*^ ; 

^ he rotf on his cheek must be blown«but not witbttr'ki z 

h'i^ fortune from debts and incnmhrances clear, 

tTnsdddIM wiih jointurea— o Iftoiisand a year I 

And to shew yoti ai oi)ce,both my sense and good 

nature, 
f flayer vvyuld <]|ttarrel shou'd U ohaocf to be jrr>(ffA 



r • 

I ^ 
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The qualiiies next of his heart and his bead^ 
Good-natar'd and friendly, sincere and Well-bred ; 
With wit when he pleases, in all things to shine,— 
And sense not too small, to set value on mine ! 
Liet bis knowledge and learning but seldom appear (• 
Nor his ciioraga he shown, except danger is near— 
With an eye that can melt at another man^s woe ; 
A heart to forgiv^, and a hand to bestow. 

ThoB, in short, Vve mark'd out, in those whimsical 

tayf. . ' 

The Parlner I wish for the rest of my days. 
Go find thou the man, who is foitn'd to my plan, 
And him I will marry— (I mean if I can !) 

ShottM I cbancie to be plaguM with a fop, or a fool i ' 
Tooj>erver8e to be mild, and too silly to rule ; 
I won id sit down content with the lot that was mine : 
Though I might suQer infich« yet I would not repine t 
¥ou may laugh, if you please ; but I say, that I would 
Do vail I have told you,— •(/ mean if I could I) 

-*«fi<-But t can't love a fop« who must strut through 

the street. 
And will not speak to farmer's he happens to meet ; 
No !^he ought not, he must not such pifrsons neglect ; * 
But should treat ev'ry class with tiecoming respect. 

Sir, your looks, your behaviour^ and also your drets^ 

Have met with fUy fancy I frank'y confess : * 

May we shun ev'ry wrong— then we both shall do 

right ; 
So the late hour says, ImuBl bid you good nigfU. 

ANH — -«^; 

BtpUftMr 20. 
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LETTER XX. 

< 

Written at midnigkt^ on the Uank leavcB of 

a poiktt'hooik. 

Would bat indulgeiit forlone Mad 

To dio, a kiaa sod faiUtful friend ; 

One, wbo to Battire'a laws \b true, 

And doei her nicest rales pursue ; . 

One, piooi, liberal, just and brave. 

And to her passions not a slara : 

Who, folt of honour, void of pride. 

Will freely praise, and freely chide ; 

Bot not Indulge the snttsllest fault, ' 

yor entertain one •lighting thought ; 

Who stiU theMme will ever prove— 

Will stitl tostruet, and still will love ; 

In whom I safely «an confide. 

And with her all o»y cares divide £ 

Who has a large capacious mind, 

Join'd with a knowledge unconfin'd ; 

With reason bright and Judginent tra«| 

And wit both- quick and aolid too : 

Who can of all things talk with ease. 

Whose sweet converse will ever please : 

Who hates a mimic of the graces ( 

Pespises fools with taunting faces,-* 
And still a beauteous one dues priUi 

Above the most enchanting eyes i"^ 

I would not envy kings their statUt 

I^or once desire a happier fate I 

But, worthy nynpb, 1 must confeiii 
Tl^oM qualities you do posieii ; 
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I O tiMo, wlitD ihaH I w« the tkne, 

Tiifti I ID peace can caH you mint f 

But yott to God I do emDmeiid, 

IfThile I remaiir^ 

Jour conitonr fVienii; 

GrB. 
MUb Ann M^ 



LETTER XX!. 

September 3B^ 
My Dear Friend — AIAough at present 1 
am sufiering under various afflictions of mind, 
and supposed only bj inflexible integrity ; 
yet my heart becomes elated with eheerfulness, 
tvhenever I consider, that not far distant, I 
bave one dear, yeulbful friend-^one, who 
cannot be removed from the highest estima* 
tion in my a&ctions. And, until the^ cold 
chills of icy death shall stand hovering over 
ne, ready to snatcb me to the sUent grave,, 
Jt will adore her ; and even then, shall my 
departing breath express as much concern 
for her immortal wellare, as for my ovm I 

I send you,, with tbiJT, a box of paitits j; 
together with s^me portraits, which I con- 
sider as imperfect speeimen& of my painting. 
I wish you to send me a few of your own 
productions in tbis' art. Also, I wisk yoii 
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to exert yourself in making further profit 
ciency^ both in painting and drawing ; or, i 
should it be possible for you now to falll 
short of perfection, yoor tender age will ' 
stand as an advocate in your favour. I 
need not reiterate to you the importance of , 
well improving your mind, in all useful and 
ornamental knowledge. In great baste, 
madam, I am 

Four humble servant^ 

O. B. C' 
Miss Ann M' 



LETTER XSIL 



\ 



September ^o. 
Dear Sir— In order to prevent future mis- 
ery) and to re-establish peace in my father's 
family ; I am under the painful necessity of 
writing this — my last address to you I But, 
my dear friend, be so wise as not to let it 
afflict you. Let your candid and generous 
mind be actuated with superior judgment. 
And if you feel the least degree pf friend- 
ship for me, please to make it manifest by a ; 
total neglect of me hereafter! — You will 
please to consider my juvenile age ; and let 
charity plead in my behalf. 
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The stern commands of my father, urge me 
to make to you this unpleasant report. He 
has strictly forbidden my receiving youc ad- 
dresses apy longer, or any other person's ; as 
he considers I am too young, and nty judg- 
ment too weak, to encounter the seige of a 
courtship ! — But, nevertheless, he is perfectly 
satisfied iirith your generosity, and with your 
tinprecedentad politeness to me.-Yet spare me, 
dear sir, O, spare me from future upbraid-* 
ings— -O ! suflfer me to weep alonei! and you 
shall Mceive my most affectionate wishcijs for 
jour future fej^city. 

^ I sincerely thank you for all j'our good ad- 
vice to me, and for ilie numerous favours 
^ou have shown me.^ My prayers will ever 
he offered before tlie throne of grace, for your 
temporal and your eternal happiness. — Bm# 
dear sir, I entreat you again to spare me 
from family broib. O ! let my name l)e 
erased from your memory ! or else treat me 
with a friendly distance. 

If it should be your, request, sir, I will re- 
turn you all yi^ur letters. And if you receive 
thi^j^do not let it disturb you ; but read it wUli 
<^^^^]^}fferencef and then commit it to the 
fiames: ivhile you shall say, ' . 
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ru trouble myself T{o more for you / I^'* 
noct. G. B. C ANNM, 



LETTER XXIIi: 

oSddressidto Jlsif's Faiher. 

September SO, 
M-r.M -  , Iwas resting securely iu ihe- 
affeciions of Ann, free from the roost terribJef 
apprehensions tillvhis moment ! The dread- 
ful, unexpeeied wound which I have just re- 
ceived in my breast, I fear will either deprive 
me of my senses, or prove fatal to my exis* 
tence ! And O sir, yow now appear to be 
the only physician^, who can restore me ta 
h|?alth aad happiness [ 

Tour daughter, sir, has, this morning with 
much reluctance, conveyed me the very un- 
pleasant intelli[<ence, that you have, strictly 
forfjiddcn her from receiving any further 
" addresses" from me. Butj alas ! how can 
I blame her ? By obeying parental com^ 
mands she has performed her duty.f My 
mind, sir, has, fq/ixa long time past, been ex- 
alted with that cheering hope whicli crowns 

 See Appendix-r^Nole 23/ f D6. 24. 
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^Clie senses, and which only saves the youtbful 

heart from the most bitter despondency. — 

;'0 ! bow can I think of breaking tfiat chain of 

! friendship between us, which has already be- 

' come so strongly rivitt^d ? Or, how can I 

think of withdrawing ray mind from that 

habitation, which contains the rich obJ4»ct of 

my weeping heart ?— *I cannot-— it shall not 

cecue to dwell there ! 

I onf:e, sir, conversed with you upon this 
subject. At that time 1 recollect you made 
uo objections to luy propositions. — But now, 
sir, tell me plainly what undermining w relcii 
is endeavouring to blast my future fWicity ! — 
I cannot conceive the origin of your objec- 
tions — as you know that I have descended 
from genteel parents ; and have ever striven, 
as far as fortune would permit, to maintain 
I the character and dignity of a gentleman. — 
I ' Notwithstanding I have experienced misfor* 
; tunes, which sometimes, without prevention, 
involves the best men upon earth ; cliarity de- 
^ ters me from believing, that a gentleman of 
'•your good sense will continue io exercise 
such a tyranical piece of injuiiice. O no ! ! 
—I will still hope a few days longer! — and 
' then, if I fail, I will meet my fat^ with all 
that courage wbkh the Goddess of nature 
•hath given >ine ! I should almost codclude, 
' ^sir^ that! werd beside myself, had I not heard 

h2 
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and read before of wi^t^ men than I, having 
been overpowered and governed by a ruling 
passion, that I once thought never existed* 
iJav^ the goodness, dear sir, if I have 
made any mismkes An this address, to over* 
look ihein.— Please to call, and Indulge me 
tp converse with you one hour ; and oblige 
3'our fi^end and hunoble servant — who is now 
tossing upon the wave of destructicfti! 

G. B. C 

Jtfr. M. M , Esq. 



LETTER XXIV, 

The foUoi^iOg letter was found in one of 
the Doctor's pockets, oo the morning of the 
i6th October) conveyed there by an unknowu 
hand. 

My Dear Sir — Once more, I am permitted 
to write to you ; and to request yon t» oblite- 
rate e\^y affliction, which I myself^ or any 
others, may possibly have caused yon. I am 
yotxV'trm^ though unworthy friend: and I 
hope you will condescend to view me again 
with that radiant smile, which your counte- 
nance has ever worn. O yes ! so noble a 
soul as yours, will pity the weakness of inno- 
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cence ; throw a veil over parental authority } 
and cast an eye of disdain, full of contempt,* 
ypon the slaves q{ slander and mischief. 

Until I shall know the, sHuatian of your 
mind, sir, I cannot rest. My father is once . 
more reconciled j an<} wishes you to call oa 
us as soon as convenient. — And tfaen^ I hope 
the sun of peace will shine through the thick,^ 
dark cloud of despondency ; and bring de- 
light to our troubled minds. 

Do not think, sir^ that you are destitute of 
friends in this place,— ^r you have many /— 
And please to comprehend in these lines, 
"wbat diffident forbids me at present to write. 
The cause why my father's indignatioQ 
has been so powerfully excited, was^ owing to 
a barbarous Uncle, JMr. P— ^, and Mr. 
L— ^ — ; who have done all in their power, 
by using fakehMod^ to degrade your charac- 
ter. — If you should hsive an opportunity, 
please to write me a line. And may hea- 
ven*8 blessings r^st upon you, ia the sincere 
wish of 

Tour ever, 

ANN M , 

JOoct. a. B. c. 
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LETTER :x;xv. 

Copjiof a.Jjetter framtJi^ Doctor to J^Rss A* 

£ , one of fits Sweetkmrt^s particular 

friends; dated 

A- y ' "4 /)«cem6er 10. 

Respected Madatn-r-l most beg your kind 
iodulgenoe afewjxioments, whilel presume to 
address you by letter, which I trust your 
goodoess will not fail to grant me. 

You are very sensible, no doubt, madam, 
that affliction is the comn^on lot of human 
nature. No state of life, from the first to the 
last, is exempt from it. Inquiries after hap- 
piness, and even rules for attaining it, are 
not so necessary to mankind, as tite art of 
consoling others, and of supporting our- 
selves under affliction. Alas 1 we little kno«r 
what calamities we are able to bear, until 
we have experienced them. When we look 
back on what we have already endured, we 
must be satisfied that the same Almightjr 
Power, who has hitherto been our aid and 
protection, is wiUing — and still will continue 
to be our support. And rather than to mar- 
mur against God, as the practice of some is, 
let us look upon these evils as Providential, 
in the great scale of beiug ; well calculated to 
awaken us to m*ore vigilance in our duty, and 
to guard us against S(me greater, impendiijig* 
misfortune. 



LETTERS. 133 

You doubtless have heard of a revolution 
that actually took place, in opposition to the 
iruej and, I believe, fashionable laws of mat« 
ricnoKiy ; and in which, on the side oldefen* 
sipe operations, I have been on« of the princi- 

' pftl actors and party concerned. It is with 
much astonishment and regret, that I view 
the general inclination of parents to imbibe 
sqcb noxious insinuations against others, as 
gneatly tend in such cases, without any foun- 
dation, to prove degrading to their charac* 

• ters. Qut that lovely tenderness, however, 

. -which the parent bears, and ought to bear 
for the child, is the strongest and dearest tie 
in nature. Providence has kindly implant- 
ed this noble passion in his breast, out of pe- 
culiar regard to his offspring : for if it abso- 
lately did not exist, oc only existed in a smal- 

V ler degree than what it does, the~ earth would 
at length become uninhabited ; as jiothing 
but the unremitting care of the parent^ can 
possibly preserve the life of the helpless in- 
fant. , 

Madam^I have ever maintained the high- 
est esteem for the amiable Miss Ann ; and 
bless the moment that first allowed me the 
pleasure of seeing her ! And I pray, that 
God will support her under afflictions; and 
still permit me to be h^rhumble servant. — 
Were it possible for a step-mother to supply 

H 4 
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tl)« place of a natural one, I htive thought 
that 1 had seen exatiaples of it, in the family 

ofMr.M . 

The n«merons favours which yoa have 
been pkased to show that family, I take the 
preseiit opportunity of acknowledging ; and 
in retum, send you my sincere thanks en- 
clo^*ed with feelings of gratitude. Be assure 
ed, madam, that I shall make clear calcular 
tions of taking up all such obligations. I 
have the honour to be with the highest r(E|ppect| 
;iiadam. 

Your most obedient 

Hunibie servant^ 

Q. B. C 

Jiissd. L . 



LETTER XKYL 



THE ANSWER. 



DFcemberfiB: 

liSui Sir — With sentiments of the highest, 
fi^teem, I embrace the earliest opportunity to, 
ad^nowledge the receipt of your beautiful 
and very sentimental epistle. I return yoi^ 
my most grateful and jiearty thanks, for alt 
^our complimental remarks and good wishes 
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Tecalled her back ta the world — to you, and 
to all hfr friends I It apparently snatched 
lier, sir, from the very brink of destruction; 
and clothed herfjkce with a gentle smile. 
* Sir, you will please to pardon the liberty 
I »|b taking, when I tell you that I had a 
minftto try a project upon Miss Ann, after 
receiving your letter. I sent for her to come 
to our house. ' She came. I showed* her thie 
superscription of your letter; and gave her to 
understand, that she had no more to eocpect 
from you ; that you had broken off all further 
communications with her ; and that ever after 
you would treat h^r with cold indifference /— * 
At these words her whole frame became agi- 
tated ; the colour forsook her lips ; and a 
flood of tears rolled down her innocent cheel^ 
like rain from heaven ! O cruel wretch I 
was ! ! My heart was broken at the sight ! 
Id defiance of all fortitude, the sympathising 
tear escaped from tny eyes — to think 1 had 
attempted to wound the picture of innocence ! 
But i hastened to unfold and ^nd her the 
letter; which soon changed the dreadful 
scene to one qf the greatest earthly felicity. 

I think, sir, that you have formed a t^eiy 
just opinion — well worthy of Miss Ann.*-— 
Sheis really one of the finest of women. And 
if such a thing can be, she is without a fault ! 

* See Appendix— Note 25. 
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She possesses all the goodness that can adorn 
the female character. She has ever beea a 
most faithful friend to you. And may heav- 
en reward her, for all her goodness to y<ia 
and me ; and for her kindness to many others, 
who know and appreciate her worth. 

Dear Sir — I tender you my sincere thanks 
for your politeness to me, from the com^ 
mencement of our acquaintance to the pre- 
sent period; and sUbH ever solicit your friend- 
ship.— And nothing, sir, could giye me more 
pleasure, than to see you happily xinited to 
the cbjed of your affections ; and all your 
ti^roTtg*^ justified. I look forward with pleas- 
ing anticipation, for the arrival of that happy 
hour 5 in which, your hands will be as firmly 
joined together,a8 your hearts have long been 
united. And then, may the angels of quiet- 
ness direct your steps. May no sorrow dis- 
turb your days. May no grief distress your 
nights. May the pillow of peace kiss your 
cheeks. And when thq lamp of your, exis- 
tence shall he drawing to a close, m^y it not 
receive one ruder blast than the breath df 
heaven, to hasten its extinction, i am, iivt 
with the highest esteem^ 

Four realftiend^ 

A. h- 

Poet. e. B. G r-. 
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U. B. It is confidently believed, that the 
Tleader's patlenlie has not yet become eniir'dy 
exhausted ; but it is put of our power to re- 
quest, it, only one moment longef. Every 
person would be glad to know the result of a 
subject so important ; a subject too. in which 
the vf^ple cmifimunity themselves, are more 
or less, individue'^y ^nd poHtically interested. 
On the 2C^th day of Ja4iuary foljoi^ing, ihi 
*Rev. Mr. Chatfield delivered to the partiefe 
I the nuptial, cojjsecrated ceremony ; and fur- 
nished them with the lawful credentials of 
matrimony. A baiid of ciiosen friends as- 
sembled on the occasion, with testimoniaSs of 
joy. The whole scene for several hours, ex- 
hibited, without iiny interruptiou, the most 
Urilliant and delectable feelings of felicity ; 
attended with the sweet, vibrating tone* of 
the best music." In ^ few weeks after this, lUe 
happy couple retired to the plains o *«mftii~ 
tic solitude^ we^t of the Genesee, ni New- 
York ; where they now dwell iii a cottage of 
cgrntentment* 

Farewell, dear Yo >•- Reader !— We ar- 
dently wish that, by your wisdom and pru- 
■eenccj you may cfotaln a fortune as aesirxL'c, 
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aod a happiness a$ consumtntste in a Com- 
f anion for Iffe^ as the preceding ! The Sa- 
preme Governor of the whole Universe, only 
can tell when you may hear from us ag^B.''^ 
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him 



* See Appendix-rNote 26 • 
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APPENDIX. 

Note 1 ^-Our tnoon borrows Imr light (rotnk 
the sun. Her luminous part is supposed to 
be land ; and her opake part,-M;a^cr. When 
the earth intl^rsects a line retiching from the 
sun to the moon, the shadow of the ear^h falls 
upon the mo6n; ^nd sbi^is said to be eoKpsed^ 
This odust always happen at the ^Full 
Moon.^^ And wbeii the iti^oon is crossing a 
line reaching from the sun to the, efirtb, the 
shadow of the raooti falls upon thf earth; and 
there is said to be an eclipse of the sun. Thi^j . 
' must always happen at the "JVej^; Jjfoon.'** 

NoT£ 2.---" Claudius PtoleMeus," for 
instance, "a celebrated astronomer of Pelu- 
sium, in Egypt, who adopted and defended 
the prevailing system of that age^ supposes 
the earth tmmpveably fixed in the centre of 
the Universe; aqd that the moon, the planets, 
and^he stars all move round it, from east to 
west, once in twenty four hours, in the follow- 
ing order : Tile Mooo, Mercury, Venus, ^e 
Sun, Mars, Jupiter, Herschel, and the ^xed 
stars. These were all suppo&ed to be fixed 
in separate chrystalline spheres, and to be in* 
eluded in another, caHed the Primum Mobile^ 
which gives motion to all the rest*" 
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Note 3. — ^^ Thbbb are usually reckoneS 
five Zones, or Belts of the earth ^ viz. one 
torrid, two temperate, and two frigid. The 
«pace between the two* tropicks is called the 
Torrid Zone^ in every part of which the sun is 
vertical twice a year, and of coarse the weath- 
er is alv^ay^ warm ; the two spaces between 
the tropicks, and the polar circles, are 
called the Tempersite Zones ; and the two 
spaces between tpe polar circles and the 
jioleSj arecaUed the Frigid Zones ^ 
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Note 4.'^The Solstices are two points \ 
23 deg. 28 m. north and south 9{ the equator, 
or equinoctial line ; at which the day is long- 
-est in summer, of shortest in winter. , They 
are sometimes called the tropical poinls;. — 
The Tropicks are two mathematical line« 
drawn parallel to the equator. The Tropick 
6f Cancer is on the north ; fhe Tropick af 
ilapricorny on the south.. 
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NoTR 5. — " The secret of ascertaining 
the precise moment of the equinox^ to which 
instant so many virtues by some (" tant 4^ 
virtus*^) are attributed, consists in having the 
«shes of vifte branches and crystal glass* — 
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The glass must be placed on a solid table, or 
something not liable to be agitated, the win- 
dows and doors exactly closed^ that the wind 
may not disturb the operation. These dis- 
positions being made, fill the glass with cleaf' 
water,and throw in abolit two spoonfuls of the 
aslftes, which will be soon precipitated to the 
bottom, at)d leave the water transparent ^ 
you then wait with patience th©^ moment of. 
the equinox. Atthe moment tiie sun ascends 
to our hemisphere, or descends from it, the 
ashes will rise from the bottom of the glass, 
and render the water turbid, as though an in- 
visible hand had shaken' it. 

'* This experiment, as curious as easy, of- 
fers to philosophers a great subject of medita- 
tion, and those of them ivho may assure 
tiiemselves of its truth, will, in accounting 
^r it, draw forth principles more luminous^ 
and fruitful in usefml knowledge,^ than the 
analogy of the electrical fire with that of 
Aunder." — ^And than the true caiuse why the* 
JDivining Rod is attracted by Minerals ? 

NoTi: 6. — "EoYPT every where abound^ 
with the most stupendousmonuments of An- 
tiquity. Of these, the m^st noted jare the 
J?yi amids^ the largest of which is 500 feet in- 
perpendicular height, apd covers ten acres of 
gi'ouud." 
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Note 7.«r-THis System supposes the stiti 
to be in its centre; and that. all the planets 
move round him in regular order. Accor- 1 
ding to their distances from the sun, ibey 
^o\e in the following manner : *^ Mercarv, 
Venus, Earth, Ceres, Pallas, Juno, Vesta, 
Jupiter, Saturn, and Herschel. Four of these, 
viz. Ceres, Pallas, Juno and Vesta, have been 
lately discovered^so that little is known of them. 
Some deny that tbey are planets, while 
•others think they deserve that title. Besides 
those primary planets, there are satellites at- 
tending some of thekn, and revolve about them 
as tbei^ centre, ^hese satellites are called 
moons. The earth has one moon, Japiter 
four, Saturn seven, and Herschel six." . 



Note 8.— Some modern philosophers do 
not heeitate to derogate from this position. — 
Unwilling to admit that the sun is * an im* 
mense globe of fire/ with much plausibility , 
they contend that, ' his internal nucleus is 
opvike; and that he is surrounded with a lurge^ 
tliick, brilliant atmosphere.^ Hence, the dark 
spoii which excited so much speculation, in 
1816, can t^asily be accounted for ; a^ welt as 
those \vhich may be seen with glasses, per- 
haps every day. 
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May we not ask, without being considered 
presamptuousi why the sun cannot be inhab* 
ited with human beings, and with every sort 
of species as well as the earth, or any of the 
rest of the planets f Is it the height of fol* 
]y and extravagance, because some think 
him to be^re, to suppose this is actually the 
case ? Do we, in fact, receive any htat from 
him ? NO : every single particle which we 
discover, or which can be produced within 
the external superficies -of our atmosphere ; 
exists, and always did exist in the four ele- 
ments of the earth. When the sun serves ta 
cause a degree of heat, or to increase it in any 
place, it is effected only with the influendat 
power of his rays. But will it boldly be as- 
serted, that ^An almost infinite number of 
streams of Aeof, as well as odight, cpi\s(antly 
travel from him to the earth, like a flash of 
flame from a rifle.^' What then supplies him 
vAth conibuition ?^' Why has he npt become 
0Xtinct ? — Indeed ! Is not his disk as large 
now, as it was at the creation f — And, to 
crown the whole, will it be contended, that 
* His diminutiQn is supplied from invisibly 
Agency^ ? As well might it be contended^ 
that * In the days of Joshua the sun stood 
$tiU;^ that ' In the days of Jeremiah he went 
back 15 degrees ;* and consequently, i\\^ 
this proves the earth to be absolutely nation*' 
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ary, while the fun, m(io% planets and ^ced 
stars revplve round her every 24 hours ! ! 

^'Many people wonder at the astronomers* 
csilcul'dtions, and are led to think they build 
their tlieories on their own iniaginations ; bo( 
they aie governed by such rules as a^e made 
plain to them by geometry, of which the un^ 
learned in that science have no idea. Their 
conclusions ajre built on tenths made evi- 
dent to ttieii! senses," 
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Note 9.—" Theke are but two kBOwi\ 
planets nearer to the sun than the earth :-<-p- 
Mercury and Venus have vxn^mer climates,, 
but eight of them are far mojee distant from, 
the sun, and, conse(}uently have much colder 
climates." 

It appears very reasonable to appose that 
^he ' Climates' of the pli^oets differ ftom each 
bther, in proportion to their difference of dis- 
tance from the sun ; because his rays are more 
direct and powerful on Mercury, than OD. 
Herschel : and this is the mor>e easily ac* 
kuowledged, if we consider him to be ^fire^-^ 
for the nearer the fircy the greater the htatm 
But who has ever ascertained this, business f 
^he difference in the size of the pknets, may 
produce incalculable effects on their 'cli- 
mates? Their atmospheres may differ mate-« 
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Hally froifo onrs. And the caloric of their 
bodies may also vary as well as their distan* 
t:es: so that none of their ^climates' are 
^i&armer' and none ^ colder^ than ours. 



Note 10;—" Thr waters of the ocean are 
•sabject to^a continual rising and falling, which 
tnotion in them is called the tides. This mo- 
tion was long known to be governed by c^r^ 
tain regular causes, but none were able to 
explain them till Sir Isaac Newton showed 
and proved that the attraction of the sun and 
moon produced this wonderful effect." 

Query — If the tide rises but a few inches 
on the equator, — and higher and higher tow- 
ards either pole ; and if the primary cause of 
•all this be a vibrating mdtion cfi the land^ in 
the water J from north to south, has not the 
iEarth a third ' motion'? 

KoTE 11.-"That the earth, orplanetwhich 
we inhabit, is round, is evident : Fir$t^ from 
the consideration that this shape is best adap- 
ted to motion. Secondly^ from the appear- 
ance of its shadow in eclipses of the moon, 
which is always bounded by a circular line. 
Thirdly^ from analogy ; all the other pla^ 
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sete bdng globular; and Fo^rtUy^ ttotm 
Us baviog been many tiroes circumnavigatecl. 
^* As many find it difficult to concdve how 
peopla can ^taad on the opposite side of tbe 
globe witboQl falling off, their coticeptioi^ 
may be asisted by supposing all tbe varieus 
bodies on tbe earth's surface were of iron, 
and a very large magntet were placed io ibe 
centre, then all bodies being attracted towards 
tbe centre by tbe ipagnet, tbey could not fall 
off, which way soever the ealrth sfaonld torn. 
Kow tbe attraction of gravitation operates on 
all bodies as that of magnetisin does on iron * 
oriltf* 

It is now ten o'clock in tbe morning, and 
aow tbmk we are standing upright on the 
tipper part of the earth. We shall ffaiok tha- 
same at ten o^clock this. evening, when the 
earth shall Imve turned half round, because 
we shall tlien perceive no difference of pos^ 
ture. We shall then be exactly in the posi- 
tion of those persons who now stand on tbe 
opposite side of the ea^th. Sipce they are as 
strongly attracted towards the centre of the 
earth as we are, they can be in no more dan- 
ger oif falling downward than we are at pres- 
ent of failing upward." 
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Note 12.— M ant 6f the illiterate cannot' 
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see the propriety, and wilt not be taught the 
fact of the earth's annaai circuit round the 
stui. Nor \tH1 they even adroit her daily 
revolution. Some pretend to almost com- 
prehend Deity ; but ifaese things, with themi 
are quite incomprehensible ! In conversa-* 
tion one day with a certain Minister of this 
tmbelieying Order,, who admitted that the 
earth was round like a ball, but asserted lie 
could prove from the sai^red Scriptures that 
it " stood stilly'^ be Was jislted " Sir, on what 
does the earth stand ?" " On the power 6( 
God,*' said he, " Well sir, admitting then 
that the earth stands still, the stin must posi- 
tively move at the rdpid rate of about 659, 
396,000 miles every day ! Divide this by 
24, and you will have his hourly motion.— 
Now, sir^ which is the most natural and the 
most rational, to suppose that the earth 
should turn like a wheel once round in 24 
liours, or that the sun should fly such an as- 
iisnishing distance ?" He replied by only 
saying, that *' No person ought to read any 
thing but the Bible and the Hymn BookV^ 

*' The minds of many people are greatly 
hurt by the idea, that modern Philosophy and 
Astronomy 8h6uld be made to contradict the 
Holy Scriptures. But this cannot be admit- 
ted, for there is nothing in the Bible of either ; 
only enough to bring some distant ideas to 
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the unlearned, by speaking of the heavenly 
bodies in a figurative sense* 

" Do the sacred writings speak of the ri- 
sing of the sun? , This is the language of $dl 
mankind, of astronomers as well as others ; 
though they do not admit that the sun moves 
from its fixed place. It would be a tedious 
mode of expressing our ideas of the motion of 
the earth, to speak in a philosophical way, 
and say that the earth has turned to such & 
point, or is in such a position. Perhaps 
most people who read the Scriptures, woald, 
after well considering the matter, allow that 
the Bible phrases ai^s the most suitable for 
common use, even were the sun fixed in the 
centre of the system, and that the day and 
night are caused by the motion of the'earth. 
We may in the same manner easily account 
for the language that represents the sun as 
standing still in the days of Joshua. No 
doubt a modern astronomer would express 
himself in the sa^ne language, without a fear 
of being accused of improprieties. In vain 
we look into theBible for philosophy ; it has 
a nobler theme—- those holy pages were ne- 
ver intended to make astronomers or philo- 
sophers, but to cure that evil disposition of the 
mind that disposes a man to cavil with things 
holy and divine. Its size would not admit 
®f other subjects. If the scriptures show us 
our whole duty to God and man, it docs more 
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than any other book in the world. So ffar 
are the received opinions of the motions of 
the earth) and the plurality of worlds, from 
derogating from the goodness and wisdom 
W God, that they raise in the mind the no<* 
blest ideas of his perfections.'* 



<«^V\1 



Note 13.-^The air sometimes called at- 
MospHRRK, is a fine, invisible, elastic fluid, 
every where surrounding the earth, and ex- 
tending 45 miles from its surface. 

Air put in motion is called wind. The 
velocity of wind in a storm has been estima^ 
ted at about 63 miles in an hour ; in a fresh 
gale at 21 ; and in a gentle breeze at about 10. 

Wiiuis are divided into constant, periodic 
cal, and variable. 

Constant Winds^ blow always in onedi« 
rection. 

Pkuiodical Winds, blow half a year in 
one direction, and half a year in a contrarjr 
dirrction. 

Varublis Winds, are those which are 
•ubject to noregulatityof duration or change. 



Note 14. — Rrndkhsd thus: but not lite- 
9tilbj — *' A kindness done from si good inien* 

1 ^ 
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tion is increased in value. — ^Would to heavei;^ 
that we were as grateful to God fur his kind- 
ness to us as we usually are to buman bene- 
factors ! God grant that we may exercise 
ourselves both piously and diligently in thi» 
reflection.'^ 



Note 15» — In this Note we shaM pen ddwih 
a few strictures upon Schools and Instruct- 
ors. 

*^ Nothing can be plainer than that the 
greatest care ought to be taken in choosing 
and appointing Instructors of youth ; and 
scarce any tbiug is plainer, or more lamenta- 
ble, than the neglect which laany towns and 
committees have been chargeable with in this 
point. The consequence has been, that chil- 
dren have been ill taught, ill brtd and ill be-* 
baved ; partly because their schoolmasters 
were so, and partly because ttiey were negli- 
gent ;, for it is probable that some, though 
qualified to instruct the mind, and form the 
Kianhcrs of youth, have been obliged to take 
up with so small wages, as required, in their 
opinion,. but small pains to earn them. 

"It was always the duty of those who un- 
dertook the business of school keepifig, not 
only to teach and oblige children to read well^ 
lo write, speak^ spt- U and cyptier well — but 
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ftlso to behave well. It was therefore their 
duty to attend to their manners and morals, 
to set them good examples, and to give them 
frequent instructions and admonitions on this 
tiead. But there** has been a manifest neg* 
lect here, owing in a great measure to such 
persons having been employed, as were un- 
skilleti' in these matters tbemsehFes, or did not 
consider them as a part of their bvsiness.-— 
Many have been employed, who, because 
they were so young, or so awkward, or so 
ivell known, or so familiar, or so destitute of 
the talent of governing, as well as some other 
talents, as to appear w'^th no dignity, and to 
•have no influence. 

" It was my privilege in early life, to be 
"Sent to good schools ; and I know the benefit 
of them. My native town, though at some 
distance from the capital, and no ways dis- 
4inguished for opulence and politeness, was 
always solicitous to maintain constant schools, 
and to employ none but well educated, and 
well behaved schoolmasters.-*-A schoolmaster 
was considered by the people, and therefore 
by the childi'en and youth, as next to the 
minister in dignity, iu usefulness, and in a 
just title to their respect. He was invited to 
the best tables, and acknowledged as fit com- 
pany for the best families. This, together 
fvitli his own personal appcp.rancey manners 
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and accomplishinentSy gave liitn (be gteatesl 
influence in the school. His bdiaviourivas a 
fine example, his precepts and admonitionff 
were received as oracles. For myself, I freely 
acknowledge, that, whether I have made 
proportionable improvemeiits or not, some of 
the best, and most serious impressicftis, were 
made upon my mind by the wise and well 
adapted instructions and admonitions, of 
schoolmasters. Whenever teachers of this 
stamp were sought for — and sought for they 
were, and adequately rewarded— -they could 
be attained ; because such only were eocour-^ 
aged. — And it was not till within a few. years, 
that I became acquainted with the ill judged 
parsimony of many towns in nfglecting 
schools, or, for the sake of cheapness, em* 
ploying ignorant, low bred masters, whose 
conversation was clownish, whose company 
a gentleman should shun, and whose uncouth 
manner of speaking and behaving, even the 
children would laugh at. 

*' I was pleased with an observation of a 
sensible farmer, when conversing sometime 
fiince, on the qualifications of schoolmasters. 
It was his opimon, that though a common 
man might be found capable of teaching chil* 
dren to spell, read, write and cypher, with 
exactness ; yet afrenikmaih ^s he expressed 
himself, was greatly to be preferred ; because 
of the influence and skill he would have in 
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^stablisiiiog decency and order in school, in 
forming the manners of the youth, and in pre- 
venting dr curing any awkwardness in their 
w^ay of speaking or behaving* — An observa- 
tion worthy of the consideration of those 
i9^|}0se busifrfress it is to pvovide schoolmasters, 
or fo employ them. 

i« Periiaps it may he thought, that I wisti 
jione to be employed in this important busi- 
ness, but snch as have had* a college educa- 
tion : Fa?' from it.— het those who are em- 
ployed be well qualified, to instruct children 
and youth ia (he aeveral branches of learning 
stilted to their several Ages, and respective 
schools^ and be persons of agreeahle manners^ 
unblemished morals and serious minds ; so as, 
by their conversation and behaviour y to recom- 
fnend the practice of civility and virtue, and 
it matters not where they received their edu- 
cation. As a friend to my country, to the 
. rising generation, to good morals and reli- 
gion, 1 sincerely wish for a reformation in 
our schools j and for a greater attention to the 
minds and manners of youth, who can scarce-' 
ly be considered in a point of too great im- 
portance." , 

wvv %B>« v*^vw* vv*. w*. w*. www 

NoTK 16. — Those "chifdren and youth;'* 
wlu) are represeated by the Doctor in this ex- 
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clamatory figure, a$ being ** Far-^very 
far below them in the Fole/' oiigbt, we tluiik^ 
be divided into the following classes. 

FirsU they who Hve in savage countries^ 
where the refir^roents of the learning aiid re- 
ligion of Christendom, have never succeeded. 
''^Secondf they who live where a knowledge 
of tlie arts and sciefiees is taaght^ add the 
Gospel is preached ; but who, nevertheless^ 
remain ignorant of such blessingSy through 
sloth and poverty. Thirds they whose pa- 
rentS| or guardians, have, funds sufficient to 
educate them ; but still are wrapt tip in sel- 
fishness, a£id led by a tyrannical and parsimo- 
nious disposition. Fourth^ they whose do- 
mestic opportunities are small and insuffi- 
cient ; and whose (ocomotion is thought too 
troublesome and digngerous. Fifik, they for 
whose instruction and prosperity, no care 
nor money has been wanting ; but, after all, 
to whom it might be said, <' Hoio has tht 
gold become dim^ and the most fine gold cAa»- 
ged V^ Sixths they who, by the influence of 
bad books and bad teachers, have become 
blinded and corrupted. Seventh^ they who 
have been sent to excellent schools, and.whose 
brains are like " coarse^ thin^ brown paper l^^ 
Eighth^ they whose dispositious are such, at 
home or ai school, that they are detenniiied 
to learn every iirmi:^ except what is richi.— 
JVxnth^ thoy who have, by s«!fcoi)ciited, ii:i- 
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skilfiil, wilful, ifidulgeot, or igtiorant parents, 
been forever rained : for 

« Joftt at the twig is bent, the tree^s inclinM.'' 

Permit lis next to remark, that we think 
those " Langing — but vainly longing ones" 
referred to, in tlie latter clause of this beauti- 
ful fi^ore, are Firsts they who liave only 
tasted the sweets of learning and religion ; 
the vmght of whose professions is mere pa- 
rade and chimera ; and whose hearts and 
actions are filled and swollen with pride and 
4dg9try — ^yes, swallowed up in affectation, 
liypocrisy and deceit— Kt?in^ without ckm'i- 
ty ; and hence, are like " the sounding brass 
and tUt tinkling cymbalP^ Second, they who 
have been furnished with plenty of money 
and opportunities ; but who, instead of im- 
proving their abundant means, have, at Col- 
lege", or somewhere else, lived in extrava- 
gance, ease dnd pleasure ; and thereby have 
sunk themselves into pauperism, bankruptcy, 
gambling, sivindling, coomterfeiting, theft, 
robbery, and the State Prison !! Third, they 
whose present cofnpiinction will not atone 
for their former delay and mismanagement ; 
they who are pursuing lawful and honoura- 
ble avocatioits in life, but whose contesting 
colleagues in useful knowledge are nearly out 
of sight— ^whose eyes begin, when it is too 
late, to be wide open to tfceir true interests } 
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but AVbo for the sake of their past idletiesss 
duplicity, imbecility and folly, now look 
back on their lives with Ufe^jngj waiiing and 
gnashing of teeth lit 

W% VWW%S ^ V<|f\, w« v«^ W% wv 

Note 17 — RENDEitEb thus : *• We will 
apply ourselves according to the assistance 
given us of God ; Vain are all our attempts 
vrithout his gracious aid." 

Or thus : " We will give all diligence by 
' the help of Grod, For vain Is our labour with- 
out his sanction (or help.") 

Note 18.-^ Although in ^me sentences 
in this " History," or, perhaps more proper- 
ly, " Reproof to heedless yoiilh,^^ it may seem 
that the Doctor intended^ at the time it was 
written, to publish it ; yet we ^re very sure 
that this was not -the case. His primary ob- 
ject, no doubti was merely to record a few 
anecdotes of his life up to tlrt time of pen- 
ning them, And to express some of his feelings 
upon literary, moral, and religious sulyects^ 
for his vwn private use ; or^ if he should die 
in the army, for the use of his young friends* 
Many important events were positively omit- 
tecl. — He is now about 30 years of age; and 
« '' History" of the last 10, which undoubted- 
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ty would be much more interesting to the 
agedf to the critic^ (o the learned biographer^ 
and to ihe Faculty y has not yet been prepared 
£>r publication. It is certainly evident from 
these pages of his childhood and youth, that 
Ut spititedt tfDulousand ambitious desire for 
geod iostmctiofi aad ptosper ity» is worthy 
of imitation in the young student ; that he 
had no small nor contemptible lof of experi- 
ence, in the years of his juvenility ; and that 
his wishes and solicitude for the educatioi;^, 
pr^perity and happiness of all the younger 
dasses of society, were both strong and man* 
]y. To the To\tth^ and to the honest Reader, 
tnen, let this little book be most reiipectfuUy 
dedicated. We wish them an abundance of 
mental and earthly felicity.— ^— The " Cor* 
respondence^' will next occupy our attention, 
to which we shall add a few Notes upon ' Mat* 
rimoay.' 

www vwwv wvvw««v> vw 

Note 19. — "There are many young wo-, 
men, who in order to marry welly appear ve- 
ry mild, very affectionate, and very decent 
in their persons, houses, &c. (frequently using 
an air of affectation, and speaking wkh/at^J- 
tering voices^) Someyoung gentleman wish- 
ing to get a companion of this description, 
offers bis hand to one of ihe^e ^^ jackdam 
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dressed in peaeackfeafkers^^ — the nuptials ana 
celebrated, her wishes are aDswered, the 
cloak is laid aside ; and she soon appears 
what she is in reality. The iDDodence of ^ 
lamb is lost in the 6erceness of the Uon ; the 
iiffection of the dove^ in the cruelty of the 
ostrich ; and the cleanliness of the tkeep, in 
the filthiness of the stvim l^ There are ma- 
ny young libertines too, or despicable />i»i- 
4iu^ in our country, who wish every body to 
think them wondrous handsome and honest; 
and who are in principle no better than such 
^ young women," and are as far from being 
teal gentlemen as Mahomet was IroralieiDg a 
Christian ! 



%<%?»»w% » w».wv»vv%^wvww% 



Note 20. — ^*^Men and women botfa have 
their foibles ; therefore, they ought to over- 
look each other^s faults ; that is, put the best 
construction possible on each other's conduct; 
and exercise that charity which thinketh no 
evil. Heuce, they should never unnecessari- 
ly expose each other,' but should support 
each other's character as far as truth and 
propriety will admit. St. James saith, ^' the 
tongue is full of deadly poison, and sets on 
fire the course of nature." Need we wonder, 
then, if it sets on fire whole families^ where it 
is not mrbed ? ,A small needle may occa^ 



■ioBa great deal ofpamifstackiiitihe heart. 
And ' behold ! how great a matter a little 
fire kiBdietb.* " 



Note 21. — ^We daily bear ami read ac- 
counts of " Marriages ;" and althoiagb our 
Newspaper mkiutes are 
stood, still a gceal divevsil 
respecting the Eolutioo of 
taDt question,— /^4af is. 
the benefit of youth, we w 
true definili/>D of it. 

Extract from the Re 
'* Moral Moniior, voL I, No. 71. Oo Po- 
ligamy." 

On the examittatioB of marriage he says : 
*^Marriage is not merel;y the union of the 
two sexes, the corporeal junction of the male 
and female J but an union of mifld, of souls, 
of a&clioos ; and in such a refined, such a 
close and intimate sense and manner, as not 
to admit of a rivals or copartner. If the 
heart be divided in Uiis case it will be found 
faulty. Marriage is such a rational, such a 
(esder, such a delicate union between a man 
and a woman as implies and re(]uircs the ud~ 
divided affection of the one towards the oth- 
er, and the excluMve right of thewne in ih« 
oilier. Such is Iiuaian nature, and such the 
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nature of tnanitge, that Ibis state admita of 
the most refined happiness, when the anioa 
is rightly formed between one raao and one 
woman ; a happiness which polygamy can- 
not produce nor admiL" 

Another writer says : "Marriage consists 
in agreemaa of parlia, in lutton of heart, i 
and in a promUe of fidelity to each other be> I 
" " ' " ' I as he looketh at the | 

cording' to inteDtioD,* 

le partof antmpoftor, I 
the other, this is hot 

isition ; of course tbe I 
person so imposed on is jcstifiabi,b in { 
REtECTlNG tuch DECEIVER! | 

" filarriage is an emblem of that union, . 
which suhsisis betweenChrist and bisCburcb, 
Epb. V. 32. Solomon sailb, "Whoso find- j 
eth a wiTe, findetfa a good thing, and ob- 
taioeth favour of the Lord."— Prov. VIII. 
23. Again, " a prudent wife is from the 
Lord." — Prov. XIX. 14. I therefore con- 
clude, that a happy marriage is the greatest 
bletiivg and contolation which can be en- 
joyed on this side of eternity, next to the ' 
tove of God in the sovl. Of course an un- 
happy marriage is the greatest curte wliich is 
emiured onlhissideof Ae//,next to the HOR- 
ilOU»8 #f a GUILTY CONSCIENCE." 
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' NoTB 22.-^SoME Divioeshave represen- 
ted pride in the heart like an oni^n; and they 
do not hesitate to urge that in order to make 
amana good Christian, coa^after coat must be 
taken (JT, .until it be stript entirely to pieces! 
We are apt to think, however, that this 
would leave the heart quite naked. But if 
in case the vacancy naturally produced, 
should fortunately be filled with a very large 
catalogue of theological virtue!'^ st3j[l; we 
think it would not be prudent to e^tii^^te the 
• onioil* from the whole ef^ his «^d£t^rb'al de- 
portment. We know that sdme define pride 
(as every thing else) in one way ; and some 
in another. Walker says that pride is ** in- 
ordinate self-love;" and xb^% inordinate means 
" irregular, odd." Decorum, then, in his be- 
haviour at church) at home, and at other 
places, must be admitted. Cleanliness in his 
person, and decency in bis dress, are no 
crimes. Exactness in his conversation and 
writings, (we me^n grammatical exactness,) 
IS no ' sin^ But if he were entirely divested 
of this ' self-esteem,' how much better would 
he be than a block of marble ? — " Self love 
is the l0^ of self and every thing for the 
sake of self s Show us the man who is en- 
tirely free from self love, or * self-esteem,' if 
you can ; and then we will sl^w you one, 
whose mind cannot be agitateo, nor ic^u^B^ 
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ced by public report We would not wish 
to be understood as advocating every sort of 
pridei either in the males, or in the females. 
jBut exclude *^ aU pride,^^ as some would 
have it, from society ; and you might as well 
sacrifice every Schoolmaster, Parson, £»ata- 
yer and law-book. In short, show us the 
man^ or the woman, Christian, Jew, or Turk; 
who is, an4 ought to be, perfectly clear from 
every soh of pride, and we will then show 
you Elijah in Hiav^n! 

NoTR 23.— What splendid wotk parental 
authority is here making ! Did parents once 
admire such treatment themselves 9 Let med' 
dlers in this business of every clasSy read and 
understand the following extract : 

<^ There is such a thing as for persons to 
marry for love, and be unhappy ! Did I 
say marry for love 9 Tes — but not their own 
love ; only the love of their parents or friends. 
For instance, two persons of suitable age, 
character, dispositions, be. form attachments 
of the strongest nature, are actuated by pure 
motives, are UNITED in HEART, and en- 
ter into the n^ost solemn engagements to live 
together during life ; the PARENTS being 
asked, utterly refuse to give their daughter, ' 
without any sufficient reason for such refusal J 
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In the next place^ tbey strive to break the 
Tnarriage contract^ as made by the two young 
people. Perhaps the man has not property 
enough Xopleof^ them^for WORTH is gene- 
rally (though improperly) e^imated by the 
quahflty of property a person possesses ; in- 
stead of his character, hi» principles, his prac- 
tices, &c, la order to tSisci their wishes, ev- , 
•ery measure they can invent is pushed into ^ 
operation, (and it is frequently the case that 
family connexions, and ;e ven strangers inter- 
^cre,^ who Inve no bnifness so to do ; but 
FOOLS mil be meddling) to change the wo- 
man's mirtd^ and make had impressions on the 
same with respect to the object of her affec- 
tions ; they strive by placing their diabolifial 
optic to her eye, to make her view every 
thing in the worst light they possibly can ; 
promise great things if she will break it off: 
(" all these things will I give thee, if thou 
wilt fall down and worship me," said the 
Devil once ;) threaten to place the black 
SEAL of reprobation upon her, if she fulfils 
her engagements. Here the mind becomes as 
a "troubled sea, which dannot rest ;" SHE 
is at a loss to know what is duty — shb loves 
her PARENTS, also the man to whom her heart 
has been UNITED— her AFFECTIONS 
are placed^ her HONOUR is pledged — she 
spends restless nigbis and mournful days j,o 
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know bow to decide /—CRITICAL bat IM- 
PORTANT period ! ! ! HER present, and 
perhaps ETERNAL peace depends upon 
the decision ! After many strjuggles with ber 

. own Conscience, at length through powerful 
persuasidn she yields to the wishes of others 
— betrays her frutt^ breaks her marriage coa- 

>, tract, deserts her best friend^ pnA pierces her- 
self through with maoy scrrows.^^ See nesU 
Note. * 

Note 24.-r— " Ir the. woman be under age, 
she may perhaps \)e justifiable on that account ; 
but if she isof a^eil argues IMBECILITY; 
for she has as much right to ACT for Herself j 
as her parents have to act for themselves ; of 
course should have a JUDGEMENT and 
SOUL^f HER OWN! ! If the/atiZ^ is al- 
together in herself, she proves at once that 
she is not to be confided in : and I would 
pronounce that man blessed who has escaped 
a woman of so mean a PRINCIPLE — for 
such a thing has scarcely been known among 
HEATHENS/' 



Note 25.—" Some people believe in a de- 
cree, (commonly called a lottery) viz. That 
God has determined in all cases, that parti- 
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KfAat men and women should be married to 
«ach other; and that it is impossible they 
shoald marry any other person* — Bnt I say 
Husu ! for if that be the case, then God ap- 
l>ojfit5 all matches : bat i believe the devH 
appoints a g^eat many; for if God did it, 
then it would be done in wisdom, and Of 
course it would be done Tight; and hence, 
there would not be so many unhofpy marria" 
ges in the world as? what there are*'' 

' Our liinits Will net allow us to swdl these 
pag#s much Isa^geri'dfi thishi^Iy important 
and very int^r^ting subject to youth. But 
for the salce of our young Readeris, we will 
sketch down two more prodigious causes ot* 
^o many unhappy matches. 

1st. " Too many marry from lucbative 
views ; their object is not to get a suitable 
companion who wiR sweelea all jthe ills of 
life, but to get a lar^e fortune^ so t^t their 
time may be spent m idleneM and luxury ; 
that they may make a gtaitd appearance in- 
the world; ftupposrng that property will make 
them honorable. Thk "being tiie leading 
motive, they dt«€ct their attention to an ob- 
ject, which, if it was not for property, would 
perhaps be looked upon by them with con- 
tempt ; and profess the grgxtest regard for 
nhejperson, whilcthe yropeWy is the object of 

K 3 
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their APPKCf IONS." 2d. ^^Some people take 
FANCY foriove;lh6y behold & person whom 
they would almost t«fke to 4)e an angel lo hu- 
mao shape, fbut all is not gold that glhtersj 
through the medhim of the eye becoqe eii- 
laimoiired ; and Test not until the object of 
their fancy is won. Seactt being but skin 
-deepj sickness or age soon makes the rose to 
toither; they are then as much disappointed 
as the miser'who thongbi he had ten thousand 
guineas all in gold, but after 4:eanting ibem 
over every day for twdwK months, the gilt 
wore off, by which means he discovered his 
:gold was only tarnished copper !" 



^ 



NofB 26.— ^OHMUNICATED. 

WoHAK,eharmin|;t kvely ereaturt^ 
OcDile, modff t,'grae^fiil tbkig $ 
M.Q%i refined work of Datur?» 
Fairer tbaa the flowVy -spring / 

it^aeen tifev^ry gentle passiaD, 
Tender sympathy and love^ 
Terfect WQrk nf lieav'nly fashion^ 
^Mf NiATuas of eharms above S 
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Xovtf aod gracBf io rich profiisioOi 
Boft'ning man's feroeioai soul ; 
All creationh fair oohclusion^ 
Form'd (o beautify the whole ! 



^•1 



l^age 16. Poetry $)ioald stand in <* **. 
42. In the first line erase '< to." 
50. 2d line from bottom, for 

" you head" read your head, 
80. 8th line from top, for " visH- 
ings" read vnitings. 

N. B. There are a few other orikographi' 

calf loeicalj rhefaricaly pointing and typo^ 

^rapMkalmhiBkes in the work ; but they are 

, thought to be so very trifling, that the, good 

CRITIC can understand the /nte ^en^e, without 

•our befog under the necessity of producing 

them in the errata ! The preparation of 

4he Copy for thepre^;, has been attended with 

.peculiar embarrmsments by the 

EDITOR. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Where is the young pedagogue, in these 
Uoited States, who h^is ever experienced a 
saccessioa of misfortunes and events more 
dark and complicated, than the Editor of 
the preceding, little fiolume ? Whose juve^ 
nilitff has been fraught with more strange in- 
cidents f Whose Life could furnish a more 
instructive picture? Whose Travels can ex- 
hibit a greatef variety f Although his 

sky has oft been clear, the tdnds calm, and 
the waters smooth ; yet whose voTAOBSyamCMig 
those sons of science, have been more tern- 
jptstuous ? and which of them has sustained 
with better ybWi^tt({e the toils, vicissitudes and 
dangers of the OCEAN? ^The affirma- 
tive responses to these interrogatories, remain 
yet to be disclosed! Surely, indeed ! this 
young Editor has not yet become very cele^ 
brated, in the literary circle, as a writer ; bat 
he hopes, by industrious ' application,* and 
by more mature ' eocperience,^ to reach, at 
some future day, the grand summit of em- 
nence and renowm. He never petitioned Con* 
\gres8 for any offidBj civil nor military ; nor for 
any patents ; and wishes not to receive, from 
any individual, or from community, onefar^ 
thing more than themsED of MtjUT : But he 
contemplates publishing, agreeable to his late 
pROSPECTirs, and as soon 

•^8 unpropitioits FoRfffNS^s wheels 

To RICHER ftLIZBS tUTU thtit COUrSBf 
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Jnother new^ and larger wobk^ entitled 

THE 

GR££N MOUNTAIN SCHOOLMASTER, 

And Yankee Defender. 

Including the most singular and impor- 
tant Anecdotes of his Childhood^ Youth and 
Education ; and a very interesting General 
View of 10,0W miles Travel; of his success in 
Tuition; of his iU Treatment from several tn- 
dividuaU ; and of his Poetical and Prosaic 
Miscellany; during more than six years in the 
United States and the Canadas : well adap- 
ted for a Warning to Parents, a Hint to In- 
structors, a Guide to Tra.vellers, Entertain- 
me«t to the Curious, and to stimulate the 
YoutU to Morality and Scientific accomplish- 
jnents. 

COMPILED FROM RI8 J(»URNAL| 

BY HIMSELF. 

<< True ability eonristsin a thorough knowl* 
edge, of the real value of things^ and of the ge- 
nius of the age we live in. ** 

<^ ^Tis pleasant^ through the todp-holeB of re- 
treaty to peep ai this great world /" 



 " What 80 sweetf 
So beautiful on earth, and ah I so rare I 
ds kindred love^ and family repose V' 
Julj 4, ±S2^. 
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